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Book Reviews 

THE FIFTEENTH CENTURY XII: Society in an Age of Plague. Edited 
by Linda Clark and Carole Rawcliffe. 2013. The Boydell Press, Woodbridge, 
£60. isbn 978-1-84383-875-3 

Titles of article collections are often misleading. When I was asked to review 
this book I assumed it would be about the ‘low-pressure’ demographic situation 
which prevailed from the Black Death until about 1500, with its far-reaching 
effects for the economy and social structure; or, perhaps, more directly, about 
the effects of widespread and sudden death on emotions, religious attitudes and 
so on. Actually, with the exception of one chapter on the latter, the book 
contains two basic themes. Two chapters consist of summaries, by historians, 
of the very extensive medical literature on the nature of the plague. The 
remaining seven chapters are about the practical reactions of urban 
governments to epidemics. Interesting and important; but perhaps ‘Plague and 
the Urban Environment’ might have been a better title. 

J.L. Bolton and Samuel K. Cohn both look at the medical literature. The 
story centres on the identification of plague. In 1894 Alexandre Yersin, a Swiss 
working at the Pasteur Institute in Paris (not without controversy and with 
counter-claims about priorities) identified the pathogen of the plague which 
was then (and still today) afflicting parts of India and East Asia, especially 
seaports. The disease became known as Yersina Pestis . By 1951 what was known 
as ‘Justinian’s Plague’ (541-c. 750), and the ‘Black Death’ (from about 1330 in 
Central Asia, 1347 in Europe) and its successors until about 1750 or beyond 
were recognised as strains of the same disease. Bolton and Cohn survey, 
separately, the extensive literature since. Although separated in the book, the 
two articles need to be read together; probably Cohn first, as the simpler, with 
Bolton the more detailed, and with some difference of emphasis between them. 
The hypothesis that we are concerned with a single disease appears to have 
been vindicated very recently with DNA evidence from plague pits, at least as 
far as far as the ‘Black Death’ episode is concerned. However, the various 
strains within Yersina Pestis  seem very varied, so excluding the once popular 
trick of ‘disproving’ various aspects attested by historical evidence on the 
grounds of their not conforming to the patterns of the present-day disease. 
Some fifty years ago it was axiomatic that rats were central to the transmission 
of the disease; indeed that it was primarily a disease of rats, transmitted to 
humans by their own fleas driven in extremity to attacking humans. This, it 
appears, no longer holds in the analysis of historic plague. Insects as vectors 
still feature (fleas or lice), but directly between themselves without recourse 
back to rats; Cohn also suggests transmission through contaminated food and 
water. The result seems to be to open the way once again to environmental 
factors as contributing to the intensity of attacks, if not to their principal 
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(aetiological) cause. It now seems possible to argue, for instance, that inferior 
diet, the result of early fourteenthth-century over-population (manifest in the 
‘Great Famine’ of 1315-7) could increase the intensity of the Black Death; a 
proposition once routinely denied, when the Black Death and its successors 
were seen as a bolt from the blue which chanced to reverse the existing 
demographic crisis. The stress on environment opens the way to a more 
respectful examination of observations by contemporaries; even though their 
own belief, that the plague was caused by (along with the wrath of God) foul air 
remains anathema. The latter, if mistaken, was to stimulate much of the 
improvement of urban hygiene (regulations about abattoirs and tanneries, for 
instance) described in the rest of the book. 

The one exception to the specifically urban content of the case-studies is 
Karen Smyth’s discussion of Lydgate’s Danse Macabre. She argues that plague, 
especially because death came rapidly and without warning, was a cause of the 
obsession with the ‘Dance of Death’ with its image of the healthy and blithe 
young being suddenly ambushed as they went about their business and 
pleasures. She does however believe that Lydgate, as a Christian, tried to 
balance awakening a sense of horror with the joyful promise of resurrection. 
Sheila Sweetingburgh argues that the plague was a factor in keeping up the 
popularity of the Canterbury pilgrimage, although aided by vigorous promotion, 
and better facilities for pilgrims in the city (paving, for instance) and at Becket’s 
shrine. Interestingly the cathedral monks themselves, victims of high mortality 
through the fifteenth century, sought aid from more specialist ‘healing saints’ 
during the plagues of 1457 and 1470-1. Elizabeth Rutledge looks at the urban 
environment of Norwich. The city’s population was badly hit in the period, 
resulting in a good deal of open land within the city, although mostly private 
and walled off. She maps the city’s water-supply, fundamental to but rarely 
discussed in studies of urban topography. Further on Norwich, Samantha Sagui 
examines those ‘mid-level officials’ prepared to take on repeatedly such offices 
as constable without progressing further up the cursus honorum. This, she 
suggests, demonstrates a widespread sense of civic responsibility and diffusion 
of practical administrative know-how. Elizabeth Brenner looks at the treatment 
of leprosy (not plague) in Rouen. More generally Neil Murphy argues that 
environmental improvement was taken up by towns in northern France only 
from about 1450, as against much earlier in Italy and the rest of France. He 
blames this tardiness on the strains caused by the English War; and the lateness 
of the introduction of fully-formed boards of health (from 1500 onwards) to 
the continued scourge of war on the Franco-Netherlands border. Jane Stevens 
Crawshaw examines the Italian use of quarantine and the introduction of 
plague hospitals in fourteenth-century Italy. John Henderson, dealing with the 
pox rather than the plague in Italy sees similar reactions to both diseases; 
recourse to civic hygiene, the provision, often on too small a scale, of specialist 
hospitals. Pox, because it killed slowly, littered the streets with diseased beggars, 
increasing fear of the victims, thereby tilting the balance away from charity 
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towards repression of victims and the poor generally. Carole Rawcliffe in her 
introduction (in effect, conclusion) sets the rest in context, producing additional 
examples, especially from London, and insisting on the need to study ‘late 
medieval’ and ‘early modern’ plague and reactions to it as a unity, all the while 
rescuing the practicalities of what was done to battle against the disease by 
urban authorities from the condescension of posterity. 

In spite of the editors’ efforts, this book is very much a miscellany; several 
articles, all of interest, some explicitly making possible useful comparisons, 
others only by inference. The most significant must be the two chapters on the 
medical literature. One warning; by the time historians have absorbed the 
medical findings, they may well be out of date. In 2004 DNA tests appeared to 
show no trace of Yersina Pestis  in medieval remains. By 2010 the opposite 
appears to have been established.  

CLIFFORD S.L. DAVIES 

THE PRINCES IN THE TOWER. Did Richard III Murder His 
Nephews, Edward V and Richard of York? Josephine Wilkinson. 2013. 
Amberley Publishing, Stroud, £18.99 / $34.95. 

 isbn 978-1-4456-1974-3; ebook isbn 978-1-4456-1984-2 

The author of this short book states that the mystery of the Princes ‘can 
“hijack” a biography of Richard III’ and that she therefore decided to tackle the 
subject separately. She is right: the ‘matter’ of the Princes tends to take over the 
story of the king’s life between his accession and the battle of Bosworth in a 
major and disproportionate way, leaving the reader, I often feel, confused and 
disorientated and half-aware that important and more academic and falsifiable 
(in the Popperian sense) material has been neglected. 

The question is here approached in ten separate chapters. First a ‘life’ of 
Edward V and one of his brother, Richard of Shrewsbury, followed by an 
analysis of Richard III’s actions in 1483 and his attitude to kingship as 
embodied in the Titulus regius. This is probably the most interesting section; it 
includes such matters as the various accusations of witchcraft, which may well 
have influenced people’s behaviour, and the problem of Edward IV’s 
precontract and secret marriage. It makes one once more acutely aware how 
unwise, not to say stupid, it was of Edward to get married in this way; it was 
asking for trouble from the word go. 

After thus setting the scene, all other potential candidates for the murder are 
discussed in their own ‘essay’: John Howard (dismissed), Buckingham 
(dismissed), James Tyrell (dismissed as murderer and suggested as saviour of 
the Princes) and Henry VII (dismissed). Chapter 9 treats Thomas More’s story 
and concludes it is ‘a fascinating study in morality as well as a warning against 
tyranny, but ... has no place or purpose as source material for historical enquiry’. 
Chapter 10, ‘The Rumour’, deals with such scraps of contemporary information, 
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basically all rumour, as have survived, on their own or in the work of later 
chroniclers, for example Polydore Vergil. In my view the likelihood of Richard 
killing the Princes after he had taken the crown is the strongest reason for the 
existence of such rumours: the ‘wicked uncle’ may not be one of the Seven 
Basic Plots of world literature, but like the ‘evil stepmother’ he was and is 
embedded in people’s imagination everywhere. The author argues that the 
rumour developed in northern parts of France and then ‘returned’ to England 
and a long and vigorous life. 

Finally and very briefly, the question is asked: ‘Were the Princes dead?’. 
Included is a revealing and almost amusing list of the possible ways in which, 
according to various sources, they ended their lives: poisoned or killed with 
herbs, starved to death, put to the sword, smothered between feather beds, 
drowned in malmsey, fallen from a bridge, throats cut, or accidentally bled to 
death by a doctor. The author, in fact, would prefer not to ask who killed them 
or how, but ‘what happened to them after they disappeared’. On the one hand 
she does not think they were killed by Richard III in the Tower, but on the 
other she considers the problem of ‘what happened next’ beyond the remit of 
her book. And so she leaves us with the rather unsatisfactory, ‘the-grass-is-
probably-greener-elsewhere’ theory that we should go and look for more 
evidence in Flanders. Is this the ‘ground-breaking new theory’ mentioned in the 
blurb? I am afraid that, even if anything was found on the Continent, it would 
merely add to the mystery, and moreover need new expertise, sufficient 
knowledge of Burgundian history and the value of its sources. To give just one 
example that may interest Ricardians: not so long ago, when studying the 
meeting of Charles the Bold, Duke of Burgundy, Richard’s brother in law, and 
Emperor Frederick III at Trier in the autumn of 1473, I read a (well-known but 
unpublished) document detailing the quality, colour and lengths of material 
allowed to various court officials for their festive dress at this magnificent 
meeting. In a list of cooks, fruiterers, tapestry makers and other superior 
craftsmen there is le bastard de Clocestre (Clocestre is the usual French spelling at 
the time for ‘Gloucester’). I am sure I could spend the rest of my life searching 
for this fascinating person – and not find out who he was. 

LIVIA VISSER-FUCHS 

THE SEARCH FOR RICHARD III: The King’s Grave. Philippa Langley 
and Michael Jones. 2013. John Murray, London. £20.  isbn 978-1-84854-890-9 

Both the book and this review may rest uneasily amongst the academic works 
usually found in the Ricardian. Michael Jones, in his 2002 book on Bosworth, 
made it clear that it was ‘quite deliberately intended for the general reader’ and 
this is directed at the same audience. For the academically inclined, books such 
as Mathew Morris and Richard Buckley’s Richard III – the King  Under the Car Park
and articles, for instance, on the intestinal parasites of Richard III, will probably 
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have a more likely spot on their bookshelves; whilst there are several other 
more scholarly works on the Bosworth campaign. However, none can claim to 
be the major driving force behind, for Ricardians at least, the discovery of 2012. 
For that alone, Philippa Langley deserves fulsome praise. 

Reviewing this book did feel rather like trying to splice together an 
unidentical indenture: the two pieces related to the same individual but were far 
apart in content and style. Those who have followed the ‘car park’ story over 
the past few years cannot fail to have been impressed by the sheer 
determination, almost obsession, of Langley’s pursuit of the Last Plantagenet. 
She dispatched obstacles as summarily as her hero did over six hundred years 
before. Her breathless, diary-like style, almost conjuring up a ‘What Katy Did 
Next’ approach, is singularly fitting for a remarkable story. A background in 
journalism and screenwriting is obvious. We read that her ‘heart was pounding 
and [her] mouth was dry … I had goose bumps’ when she discovers the letter 
‘R’ in the car park. Her Chapter ‘So it Begins’ could lend itself to parody. 
However, it is the sincerity which prevails over sentences such as ‘We’re about 
to play a very expensive and advanced game of battleships’ and (much later, in 
another chapter) ‘The late morning sun is creeping over the tarpaulin, and the 
girls are beginning to sweat’. 

Due credit is given to the professionals: Richard Buckley, co-director of 
ULAS – ‘a glass half empty kind of guy, while I was the glass half full kind of 
girl’, who later redeems himself to become ‘this big bear of a man with such a 
big heart’ – Sarah Levitt, Head of Leicester’s Arts and Museum Services; Jo 
Appleby, osteologist; Turi King, DNA expert; and Piers Mitchell, scoliosis 
specialist. Fortuitously, perhaps, Time Team with the ubiquitous Tony 
Robinson, were not interested. From the Richard III Society: Phil Stone her 
‘mentor and guide’, John Ashdown-Hill and Annette Carson – all provided 
valuable support. Whether one can give equal weight to a master graphologist – 
whose subject suffered ‘mental unhappiness’ – and psychological profiling 
experts – their Richard is a man apparently with ‘heightened levels of anxiety’ – 
is another matter. 

Langley also describes reading her co-author’s previous work on Bosworth 
as a ‘eureka moment’. I am still not convinced that the alternate chapter 
structure works, finding it more productive to read all of Langley’s chapters at 
one go. However, Jones’ style reads easily enough and his Richard rarely jars 
with Langley’s. His well-laid out, if by now well-rehearsed, historiography on 
the last Plantagenet, is followed by an overwhelmingly positive analysis of the 
latter’s character and motives. Both as duke and monarch, Richard acquits 
himself well: he may be impulsive and headstrong, but his impartiality and sense 
of fairness wins him the respect of northern society, a respect cemented by his 
military leadership. The signature of his kingship is a concern for justice. Well-
educated, ‘always intelligent’, above all he had the virtue of fortitude and 
largesse. Essentially, it is the story of a man whose concerns as Protector 
seemed genuine enough, but who is then overtaken by events beyond his 
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control. The Woodvilles, particularly Rivers ‘a coward in a crisis’, and Margaret 
Beaufort – ambitious, self-aggrandising and consummate plotter – are the bête 
noires. Whilst Richard was brave, loyal and charismatic; the first Tudor was 
cowardly, cruel and vindictive. Where Jones parts company with Langley is on 
the likely fate of the two Princes in the Tower, a debate briefly summarised in 
an Appendix. Jones also has the grace to admit that his views on the site of the 
battle of Bosworth have been ‘modified’ by the important archaeological finds 
summarised in 2010. 

The illustrations are well chosen, with the first seventeen colourfully setting 
the scene for Langley’s account. The other block of eighteen equate to a more 
normal academic offering, including colour photographs of the correct, but 
infinitely more boring, battlefield terrain and a moving close up of Richard’s 
skull showing his battle wounds. There are no footnotes or end notes as such, 
mere pointers at the end to works linked to the chapters; this is followed by a 
brief bibliography. 

KENNETH HILLIER 

ELIZABETH WOODVILLE: A Life. David MacGibbon. 2013. Amberley 
Publishing, Stroud, £18. isbn 978-14456-12751 

Following the discovery of Richard III’s remains in Leicester there has been an 
outpouring of new books on the period. Amberley lost little time in reprinting 
MacGibbon’s biography of Elizabeth Woodville, originally published in 1938. 
For those less familiar with the subject this may have proved misleading, there 
is nothing on the cover to indicate that this is not a new biography. 

For those wanting a biography of Elizabeth the more recent works of David 
Baldwin or Arlene Okerlund should be looked at. However, for those 
interested in the historiography of the subject MacGibbon is interesting. While 
taking the traditional view of Elizabeth he did undertake extensive research and 
thus provided many useful references. Some of the more intriguing were 
further explored by David Baldwin in his 2002 biography of Elizabeth; these 
include the stories of Elizabeth’s relationship with one Jocelyn of Hardwick 
who it was claimed, wished to marry the widowed Elizabeth and of Elizabeth’s 
‘diary’. Neither of these has much basis in fact, and derives from either family 
tradition or from fiction. 

MacGibbon gives little biographical information on Elizabeth or her family, 
covering their history up to 1464 in one chapter. The rest of the book is 
basically an account of the reign of Edward IV with emphasis placed on 
Elizabeth and her family only when Edward faced rebellion and criticisms were 
made against them. For this MacGibbon tends to rely on the evidence of Hall, 
Fabyan and More, with the case of Thomas Cook causing ‘the name of 
Woodville to be hated’. Yet, despite all this hatred for the Woodvilles, 
MacGibbon still has many London citizens joining the ‘Queen’s party’ and 
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rising in arms against Richard, Duke of Gloucester, in early 1483, without 
explanation. For MacGibbon the arrival of Richard provides a new hate figure 
to replace the Woodvilles. During Henry Tudor’s reign Elizabeth is portrayed 
with sympathy, but there is no criticism of Henry’s treatment of her. He 
‘restored her to fame and rank ... so far from keeping her a close prisoner at 
Bermondsey ... he allowed her to be present at her daughter’s reception ...’ This 
volte face is confusing given the negative comments which were uncritically 
accepted during Edward IV’s reign. After 1483 ‘This unhappy woman was the 
victim of the most ghastly circumstances ...’. Elizabeth is viewed from the 
stance that MacGibbon takes on the monarch. His view of later monarchs 
similarly colours his brief conclusion, Elizabeth was not so much a worthy 
individual, but she was ‘the undisputed ancestress of the many noble Kings and 
Queens’ of England that followed. 

LYNDA PIDGEON 

A SHORT HISTORY OF THE WARS OF THE ROSES. David 
Grummitt. 2013. I.B. Taurus, London, £12.99. isbn 978-184885-875-6 

‘Short Histories’ have proved increasingly popular in recent years, catering to 
both the revising undergraduate and the lay reader in a brief and accessible 
format. Following the phenomenal success of Oxford’s ‘Very Short 
Introduction’, and Routledge’s paperback ‘Historical Biographies’ series, 
publishers I.B. Taurus have launched the ‘A Short History of’ series. In contrast 
to many ‘text books’ targeted at undergraduates, however, the ‘A Short History’ 
volumes self-confidently aim to offer an ‘introduction with an edge’. The remit 
includes an in depth coverage of the historiography of the subject, and an 
original and critical perspective of their own. David Grummitt has risen to this 
challenging assignment, and the book ably succeeds in fulfilling both key 
objectives.  

Following the model provided by the series, however, the book begins with a 
comprehensive survey of the historiography of the wars, beginning with Fabyan 
and ranging through Stubbs and McFarlane to Hicks. Grummitt’s biggest 
criticism of previous histories of the wars is that their focus on the personalities 
of court and battlefield has downplayed the broader impact of the wars on the 
people of England  they have ‘obscured the historical wood by their very 
detailed description of the trees’.  

Grummitt’s key thesis, which will be familiar to many from his academic 
contributions, is that the fifteenth century saw a transformation of political 
culture: somewhat of a keyword for the book. Extending far beyond the ranks 
of nobility and their retainers who have dominated traditional accounts of the 
wars, Grummitt argues the changing conceptions of politics had profound 
implications for the progress of the wars. In short his story is of the rise of the 
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commons, defined broadly, with a distinct literary twist, and a strong emphasis 
on the economic and financial developments of the period.  

The main body of the book is, as expected in an ‘introduction’, a 
comprehensive chronological survey of the wars and their immediate context, 
beginning with the deposition of Richard II, and ending, save for a brief 
epilogue, on the field of Bosworth. While suffused with the emphasis on 
political culture, and the economic and broader political agendas of the various 
monarchs and pretenders, this narrative is comprehensive and satisfying. The 
account is always clear, accessible, and possesses an appropriate level of detail. 
Also included, and undoubtedly of especial use to students, are a nine page 
dramatis personae, four page timeline, three family trees, and a basic map of 
locations mentioned.  

Grummitt’s writing is especially engaging where he has the opportunity to 
engage with the deeper questions of agency and context, and as such the 
narrative appears especially strong in the chapters dealing with the Lancastrian 
Legacy and the ‘Third War’. For example, the latter chapter makes explicit the 
continuities of the weak institution of fifteenth century monarchy through 
Richard’s usurpation in a particularly elegant manner. However, the central 
chapters dealing with the first and second wars do, to a certain extent, fall in 
danger of Grummitt’s own criticism of other historians allowing the detailed 
description of the trees to obscure the wood: many details of individual gentry 
retainers are given even when they appear only once in the narrative. While this 
undoubtedly draws upon an established prosopographical tradition in the 
history of the wars, in this context it slightly distracts from the narrative of the 
volume.

The real strength of Grummitt’s Wars of the Roses lies in the concluding 
chapters entitled ‘War and Society: The Impact of the Wars’, and ‘War and 
Political Culture’. The former chapter takes aim at the consensus regarding the 
limited ‘real’ impact of the wars. While the number of days of active fighting 
was indeed limited, and armies smaller than those of the fourteenth century, a 
convincing argument is made not only for the full scale militarisation of 
fifteenth century English society, but also for the significant economic impact 
upon towns, and personal involvement of many individuals of varied social 
status. Chapter 8 develops in full Grummitt’s argument for the importance in 
shifts in political culture during the fifteenth century. The rise of the commons, 
defined to include all tax payers as well as those in parliament, is prominent, as 
is the increasing importance of Englishmen as creditors to the crown. A broad 
narrative of changing relations between court and the commons connects early 
fifteenth century clamour literature with its concern for the commonweal to a 
Machiavellian ‘renaissance style politics’ of individualism and pragmatism.  

In summary, this ‘Short History’ is a very valuable and accessible 
introduction to the Wars of the Roses, set within broader history of the 
fifteenth century. It succeeds in breaking away from traditional accounts and 
adopting a distinctive voice without sacrificing the fundamental narrative and 
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detail of the wars. While its ambitious remit makes it not quite a textbook, nor 
quite the monograph that it might have been had Grummitt been give free 
reign, it deserves a wide readership amongst more advanced students and other 
enthusiastic readers. 

JUSTIN COLSON 

POPULAR PROTEST IN LATE MEDIEVAL ENGLISH TOWNS.
Samuel K. Cohn, Jr. 2013. Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, £60.00 
(hardback).  isbn 978-1-107027-80-0 

According to Samuel Cohn, ‘Few have attempted to find patterns in [medieval] 
urban protest over time and space, or between types of towns that tended to 
revolt, such as royal boroughs or monastic ones, or to compare English revolts 
with ones on the Continent’ (page 5). In this book he seeks to remedy these 
omissions.

In general the main sources for protest and revolt are legal records but, given 
that Cohn’s time-span (1196-1450) begins while the English legal system was 
developing, he focuses on two other types of record: contemporary chronicles 
and entries in the Calendar of Patent Rolls. Popular violence was described by 
chroniclers, usually ecclesiastics, whether secular or monastic, although 
generally their accounts concentrated on the affairs of their own house or 
events concerning the Crown or Church; nevertheless, Cohn argues that these 
are the only sources available for most of the thirteenth century and that they 
supplement the contents of the patent rolls for the rest of the period. Despite 
commencing in 1201, it is not until the second half of the thirteenth century 
that the rolls begin to record commissions to examine particular disturbances of 
the peace (‘oyer and terminer’: ‘to hear and determine’, i.e. pass judgement on 
bills and complaints) and commissions for general inquiries into breaches of the 
peace (page 34). Cohn concedes that further research, using the records of 
King’s Bench and municipal archives, would indicate the extent to which his 
broad conclusions need altering.  

The book is divided into three parts: Part I, ‘The setting’ (chapters 1-3); Part 
II, ‘Crown and town: strife with secular authority’ (chapters 4-9); and Part III, 
‘Church and city’ (chapters 10-14). Having discussed ‘Questions and sources’ 
(chapter 1), Cohn then considers ‘Class struggle in English towns: workers and 
bosses’ (chapter 2). As his sources reveal extremely few incidents when 
labourers or disenfranchised craftsmen challenged their guild masters, he asks 
whether we should then conclude that ‘English towns were free of popular 
protest with clear economic or political objectives’ (page 59). The subsequent 
chapters answer a resounding ‘no’; but one reason, never mentioned, is that 
such men were not the only urban dwellers. Many of the events recounted in 
‘Revolts against the Crown’ (chapter 4) were ‘baronial revolts’, so arguably not 
‘popular’ protests. The two major ‘revolts against weak kings’ were the 
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‘Peasants’ Revolt’ and ‘Jack Cade’s Rebellion’. For later medievalists, Cohn’s 
account of the latter is unsatisfying as it ignores the first-hand account of 
events found in John Vale’s Book. In ‘The Black Death and urban protest’ 
(chapter 5), in marked contrast to events on the Continent, Cohn finds that no 
revolts occurred during the depression immediately preceding the Black Death; 
some occurred during the pestilence; and the number increased afterwards. 
Chapter 6 comprises a case-study of the Bristol revolt of 1312-16. Chapter 7 
(‘A wave of insurrection, 1312-18?’) outlines protests in numerous towns 
during the major depression in the early fourteenth century. Chapters 8 and 9 
look at ‘Tax revolts’ and ‘Poor against rich’. Findings in the latter refute earlier 
suggestions that popular revolts in towns against secular lords revealed splits 
between different urban social groups. Part III deals with urban protests against 
the Church. Chapter 10 contradicts Trenholme’s earlier conclusion that, due to 
tensions between towns and their monastic landlords, revolts were more likely 
to take place in monastic boroughs than elsewhere. Chapter 11 considers 
struggles against ecclesiastical bodies in other towns. Cohn observes that the 
Peasants’ Revolt did not herald an increase in urban struggles for rights against 
the Church; rather it virtually brought them to an end. In Chapter 12 (‘Urban 
conflict against bishops and universities’) he finds that protests against 
episcopal power objected to the secular power wielded by bishops as overlords 
of towns. He expresses surprise that violent opposition to bishops steeply 
declined (in the records) after the mid-fourteenth century given the rise of 
Lollardy in that period (page 262), but this presupposes that Lollardy was 
widespread rather than widely reported where it did exist. Analysis of town-
gown disputes indicates that unrest occurred far more frequently at Oxford 
than at Cambridge. Chapter 13, ‘Urban risings of hatred: Jews, foreigners and 
heretics’, is perhaps the most interesting. The bulk of Cohn’s evidence 
challenges ‘longstanding generalizations of hate percolating from below’; for 
example, before their expulsion in 1290, there seems to have been an 
intermingling between ‘Christian commoners and Jews that alarmed the 
authorities’ (page 281).

When making a distinction between urban and rural protest in late medieval 
England, it is, of course, necessary to define a town. Cohn does not use 
population as the crucial variable, nor the possession of a charter or 
constitution as a free borough, since most economic historians now consider 
that particular urban functions and the variety of inhabitants’ occupations 
distinguished a town from a village. But there is a problem, which he partly 
acknowledges (page 20): these English towns were not divorced from their 
surrounding countryside, indeed most towns had common fields and 
inhabitants might hold strips therein as well as practice a craft or trade. 
Furthermore, Cohn is keen to compare urban revolts in England with those on 
the Continent, but he fails to find similarities: surely an indication that English 
medieval society differed from that of the various states, cities and towns in 
Europe?
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A huge amount of effort went into identifying protests in Cohn’s chosen 
sources. Once identified, the events were coded; then databases were 
constructed and interrogated to supply data for the various chapters. Map 1 
shows the distribution of incidents recorded in chronicles and Map 2 those in 
the patent rolls. In total Cohn found 651 incidents of popular protest recorded 
in the latter (page 172), giving an average of 2.5 incidents per year investigated 
by the Crown’s representatives; I could find no total for incidents in chronicles. 
Coding events involved sorting them into types, but, as Cohn acknowledges, 
‘[p]utting forms of popular protest into discrete categories is fraught with 
difficulties’ (page 60). This is because a) the status of those who participated is 
not always known, b) motives for protest are rarely stated explicitly, and c) 
causes and objectives of a particular protest might be multiple. He had 
categorised the various protests in order to interpret patterns of revolts in 
English towns; however, since categorisation is difficult, any emergent patterns 
might be dubious.  

This is a bold book, making large claims. Cohn provides brief accounts of 
numerous outbreaks of unrest in medieval towns that will be interesting to local 
historians, but his comparisons with medieval Europe simply do not work. 
Indeed, he even suggests that revolts in medieval English towns ‘fit more neatly 
with models of so-called “pre-industrial revolt” [in early modern Western 
Europe] … than late medieval ones on the Continent’ (page 7). And 
comparison with the now voluminous literature on protest in early modern 
England would have confirmed this.

HEATHER FALVEY 

ENGLISH SCHOOL EXERCISES, 1420-1530. Edited by Nicholas Orme. 
2013. Studies and Texts 181. Pontifical Institute of Medieval Studies, Toronto, 
€80.00. isbn 978-0-88844-181-2 

It is to William Shakespeare that we owe perhaps the most familiar, but also 
one of the most engaging, dramatizations of the timeless tribulations of the 
grammar school boy examined by a learned master, in the exchanges between 
the Welsh parson, Sir Hugh Evans, the boy William Page, and Mistress Quickly 
in Act IV of The Merry Wives of Windsor. Shakespeare, it is believed, had himself 
undergone a grammar school education, and could thus satirize the catechizing 
of the Page boy with some authority. Yet, by the Bard’s day, Latin was taught 
by methods different from those used in the period in which his play was set, 
and the primers and collections of exercises used in the fifteenth century had, 
by and large, been discarded. All the greater is the value of the few chance 
survivals of small collections of the Latin sentences (or ‘latins’) which late 
medieval schoolboys were tasked with composing while learning their grammar 
and vocabulary. Twelve such collections, painstakingly gathered by Nicholas 
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Orme in the course of many years of work on late medieval education, form the 
body of this new anthology.  

Orme’s texts date from various points across a chronological period from c.
1427 to c. 1527, with a marked emphasis on the mid and late fifteenth century. 
In terms of their likely geographical provenance, they range widely across the 
south and south-west, as well as the east and eastern midlands of England. 
Perhaps unsurprisingly, three texts probably originated in the university town of 
Oxford. The south-west is well represented by two texts from Exeter, and 
others from Bristol or Wiltshire and Somerset. Winchester, London, 
Canterbury, Beccles in Suffolk and Lincoln and its hinterland round off the 
collection. A proportion of the exercises drew on extant texts. In the earlier 
part of the period, proverb material predominated, but by the 1480s the 
humanist revival of the study of classical authors allowed students to refer in 
their latins to the works of Cicero, Horace, Terence, and Ovid, although the 
familiar sayings and riddles were also still in use. In other instances, however, 
students, whether with or without their masters’ encouragement, drew upon the 
experience of their everyday lives for the subject matter of the sentences they 
composed.  

The result is richly instructive and entertaining in equal measure. Naturally, 
the texts are of the first interest for the history of education and teaching 
methods. Teaching practice is illuminated by sentences dedicated to specific 
grammatical constructions – Cum nubem ningit et gelu gelat iocundum est sedere per 
ignem: ‘When the cloud snows and the frost freezes, it is merry to sit by the fire’, 
illustrating the use of impersonal verbs – or others concerned with the study of 
vocabulary – Carnifex, quanti vel quanto liceris caput aprinum, spatulam ouinam, 
pectusculum uitilinum, et lumbum porcinum, ad vnum verbum?: ‘Butcher, how low is thy 
price for the boar’s head, the shoulder of mutton, the breast of veal, and loin of 
pork, in one word?’, introduces the learner to a range of terms connected with 
the butcher’s trade. Humour played its part: Bene dica mus currit in campo – ‘Well, 
with a tail the mouse runs in the field’ is a play on the familiar ‘Benedicamus’ – 
‘Let us bless’, while tongue twisters like Clips clauudatus clipsit clanculo claudere de 
clemo;/ Clima dum clibanus clibauit clabatum in clibano;/ Ivx cloaca clatro clausulam , all 
but defy recitation. 

The experience of the school room was, of course, not at all times and for all 
pupils an enjoyable one, and corporal punishment clearly made a particular 
impression on most of the authors of these collections. Anus meus venientis ad 
scolam verberabitur – ‘Myn ars comyng to scole xal be betyn’ a boy at Beccles 
anticipated (probably correctly) in 1434. Susceptum est mihi discere quam a magistro 
vapulare – ‘I have undertaken to learn rather than to be beaten by my master’, he 
had resolved a term later. Nor were the schoolmasters the only ones resorting 
to physical violence. A schoolboy in mid fifteenth-century Exeter wrote of 
having the collar of his coat torn by iuuenes prauos et belligeros – ‘bad and violent 
youths’, while a student in early sixteenth-century Oxford recorded in his 
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exercises that a boy called Anthony had beaten him black and blue about the 
head and face with his fists. 

So dominant, indeed, is the theme of physical chastisement that, as the editor 
rightly points out in his authoritative introduction, the reader is tempted to 
wonder to what extent the exercises exaggerate the reality of the classroom for 
humorous or didactic purposes. This caveat applies in equal measure to the 
tantalisingly rich material purporting to offer an insight into other aspects of 
daily life in the fifteenth century. While some themes, such as the visit of the 
king’s justices to Exeter to hold the assizes, were grounded in solid reality, 
others owed rather more to the imagination. Thus, while in mid fifteenth-
century England the ongoing war with France was still omnipresent in men’s 
minds at least, and a scholar from Exeter could practice the ablative absolute 
with a composition about the liturgical processions that would be made in 
support of the king of England’s crossing into France with an army, no such 
monarchical expedition had taken place since the infant Henry VI’s coronation 
in 1430, and the grammatical construction employed conveniently left the 
hypothetical nature or otherwise of such an occurrence entirely open.  

If not every scenario described in the exercises reflected an exact reality, 
there is nevertheless enough here that rings of true to make this an important 
work of reference for the political, ecclesiastical, social and economic historian, 
who will find references to subjects as diverse as the elections of civic officials, 
underweight coins, the plague and other ailments, the Church and its 
observances and practices, and the market place, its traders and goods. Enough, 
indeed, to make the reader wonder whether there perhaps really was a popular 
rumour in the mid-century south-west that a bout of particularly tempestuous 
weather was the result of the dabblings in necromancy of Henry VI and his 
ministers in their quest to find new deposits of gold and silver to resolve the 
administration’s chronic shortage of money.  

These are linguistically challenging texts, which might have defeated a lesser 
editor than Nicholas Orme, and it is to his credit that he has deployed the full 
range of his formidable scholarship to elucidate the material for the benefit of a 
wider audience. As might be expected, the language of the exercises is not 
infrequently faulty, but Orme skilfully preserves the flavour of the original, 
while rendering the intended meaning intelligible to the reader. For the benefit 
of the specialist, expanded abbreviations are indicated in the text itself, while 
words mangled beyond easy comprehension and other grammatical infelicities 
have been glossed in the notes. Comprehensive subject indices supplement 
both the introduction and the texts.  

This is an immensely rich collection, of interest to historians, linguists and 
literary scholars in equal measure, and Toronto’s Pontifical Institute has issued 
it in the form of an appropriately handsome hardback volume. It is to be hoped 
that this new material will before long find its rightful place among the standard 
sources for everyday life in the later middle ages, and much else besides.  

HANNES KLEINEKE 
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THE BOOK OF THE ORDER OF CHIVALRY. Ramon Lull. Introduced 
and Translated by Noel Fallows. 2013. The Boydell Press, Woodbridge, £16.99 

isbn 978-1-84383-849-4 

It is always a particular treat to review the edition of a text that Richard III 
himself is likely to have read. The present translation is of Ramon Lull’s own 
original Catalan text and not of the French text that was part of a composite 
manuscript owned by Edward IV, which William Caxton later turned into 
English for his printed text, The Book of the Ordre of Chyvalry, and dedicated to 
‘my redoubted, natural and most dread lord King Richard’ (see The Ricardian,
vol. 9 (1991-93), pp. 154-65). In his Note on the Translation the translator states 
that he has tried to produce a text that stays as close as possible to the original 
and its style and conciseness. The Introduction deals with the historical context 
of the book and Lull’s life (1232-1316), ‘Chivalry According to Ramon Lull’, 
‘Style and Rhetoric’, and ‘Lull’s Sources’. When he was around thirty Lull 
experienced a conversion from a courtier’s life to that of a scholar, evangelist 
and missionary. The Order of Chivalry is just one of many works Lull composed, 
but it was from the first written in the vernacular and became widely known; it 
is now ‘at the core of our understanding of medieval knighthood’. It was meant 
to re-activate the crusading movement in the late thirteenth century, proposing 
total reform of the order of chivalry: knights were not only expected to rule the 
world, but also themselves. Lull’s manual is clearly structured and he used every 
rhetorical skill he had to get his message to his intended audience. Interestingly 
he stresses the importance of ‘common sense’ (Catalan sen; Caxton wytte) to 
perform the duties of his position and overcome difficulties. Also stressed, for 
example, is the need of knights to marry among their own and keep the order a 
closed one; the origins of this idea, and of a number of others, are traced. Lull’s 
knight is on a quest that lasts his whole life, not just for one adventure like the 
heroes of romances. 

The back cover of the book describes Caxton’s translation as ‘fanciful’, and 
one in which ‘most of the stylistice nunaces of the Catalan original were lost’. 
The Introduction itself is milder, stating that Caxton ‘infuses the text with his 
own distinctive style with the result that it is the imprimatur [sic lvf] of Caxton 
rather than Lull that can be detected in virtually every page’. I will leave it to the 
reader to decide by quoting a (truly!) randomly chosen section, from the present 
translation and from the Early English Text Society edition of Caxton’s version 
(Old Series 168, 1926; repr. 1971): 

Translation in the book under review, ch. 1, §20: 
If God has given eyes to the artisan so that he can see to work, He has 
given eyes to the sinner so that he can bewail his sins, and if He has given a 
heart to the knight so that it may be the chamber where the nobility of 
courage resides, He has given a heart to the knight who is in His strength 
and His honour so that there shall be in him piety and mercy to aid, save 
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and protect those who lift up their eyes in tears to him, their hearts filled 
with hope that he will come to their aid, defend them and address their 
needs. Therefore, the knight who does not have eyes with which he can see 
the helpless nor a heart that cares about their hardships is not a true 
knight, ... 

Caxton (spelling modernised), p. 39, line 15, to p. 40, line 13: 
And all likewise as God has given eyes to the workman for to see his work, 
right so He has given eyes to a sinner, to the end that he beweep his sins. 
And like as God has given to him [the knight] a heart to the end that he be 
hardy by his noblesse, so ought he to have in his heart mercy, and that his 
courage be inclined to the works of misericord and of pity. That is to wit, to 
help and aid them that all weeping require of the knight’s aid and mercy, 
and that in them have their hope, then knights that have no eyes by which 
they may see the feeble and the not-strong, nor have not the heart nor 
might by which they may record the needs of the mischant and needy 
people, be not worthy to be in the order of chivalry. 

Apart from his use of doublets Caxton is very close to his French exemplar, 
including its ommissions, but the general agreement between both versions is 
clear. We can safely say that King Richard, if he read the book in this English 
translation, could have learned the lessons that Lull meant to teach and 
understood his message. 

LIVIA VISSER-FUCHS 

BOSWORTH. The Birth of the Tudors. Chris Skidmore. 2013. Weidenfeld 
& Nicholson, London, £20 isbn 978-0-297-86376-2 

The reader should be aware that – as the title clearly indicates – this is indeed a 
study about the Tudor family and the advent of their royal house, however 
large the role played in it by the kings of the house of York. Its opening chapter 
sets out the affair between Henry V’s widow, Catherine, and Owen Tudor, and 
two of the last three chapters are about the aftermath of the battle of Bosworth 
and how it was remembered in Henry VII’s reign. The last chapter discusses 
the battlefield and the location of the action, and though very informative and 
as up-to-date as possible, it has perhaps inevitably been overtaken by the 
publication of the genuinely academic and stunningly thorough research by 
Glenn Foard and Anne Curry, Bosworth 1485. A Battlefield Rediscovered, which also 
came out last year and is reviewed elsewhere in this issue. 

With the present book the author again lives up to his reputation: it is clever, 
lively and expertly written, as well as thorough and full of detail; it clearly is the 
product of a lot of work, reading most of the latest secondary sources. The 
story from the relationship of Henry Tudor’s grandparents on his father’s side 
to his amazing victory is too well known to readers of this journal to need 
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repeating here – and those to whom it is not known could do worse than taking 
Skidmore’s book as their first guide. It is understandable that a lot more 
attention is paid to Henry’s family and his adventures in exile than is usual in 
books about the end of the house of York, but this is part of the effort to be 
fair to both sides. Sometimes, however, readers may wonder: take the position 
of the Tudor brothers, Edmund and Jasper, after the First Battle of St Albans 
in 1455. We are asked to believe that Jasper was ‘left with a resolve that their 
might be another solution to [sic] violence’, and later the Tudor brothers found 
that it was becoming difficult ‘to balance their loyalties to both the king and the
security of the realm’ (my italics). This seems very high-minded for some run-of-
the-mill members of the English nobility without particular responsibility in the 
government of the kingdom? 

Some matters, of course, when one looks at them closely, suggest they might 
have benefited from a little more depth or a greater sense of perspective and 
context. Among continental sources the prejudiced views of the Burgundian 
and later French chronicler Philippe de Comines are given more authority than 
they deserve. The Burgundian Jean Molinet’s account of the battle of Bosworth 
is rightly given much credit, but it is doubtful that the author is aware of the 
place of the story in Molinet’s work as a whole. There are sections, such as the 
pages listing the Northerners Richard ‘planted’ in the South after the duke of 
Buckingham’s rebellion, which follow their (secondary) sources so closely that 
they are rather more detailed than the average reader will find interesting. 
Personally I would have liked some stories to have been put more in 
perspective. The youthful brilliance of Henry during his childhood, for example. 
According to Bernard André, he was keenly interested in the ‘divine offices’, he 
‘surpassed all his contemporaries in the quickness of his understanding’, some 
people ‘had never heard of a boy that age so marked by quickness and capacity 
to learn’. Were ‘his scholarly attainments far beyond his age’, did ‘he never 
weary the eyes of beholders’? Perhaps, but the latter were some of the virtues 
ascribed to the young Edward V by Dominic Mancini and almost identical 
praises of their princely patron have no doubt been sung by other classical and 
medieval biographers. It is also odd to accept the disarray of Richard’s 
chaplains on the morning of the battle and their failure to say mass, as on the 
whole a true story: mass was always said before a formal engagement and 
Richard and his men would have been appalled if it was not celebrated; later 
claims that it was not are mere propagandist innuendo. 

One thing troubles me most: what is this book meant to be? To what 
category of writers does the author consider himself to belong? Is it serious 
history or popular history? It is written with verve and very readable indeed, but 
why does the author shy away from footnotes and a proper bibliography? The 
presentation of the bibliographical information is not easily accessible and very 
uneven. Among archival references there are a number of oddities: the Fonds 
Français of the Bibliothèque nationale de France are today more usually 
referred to as the manuscrits français.  The Urbino manuscripts at the Vatican 
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Library are called MSS Urbinates latini (or, in the singular, MS Urbinas latinus), 
not ‘Urbini Latini’. References to documents in The National Archives need to 
be given completely and in the same format each time, otherwise one could 
suspect that they vary with the secondary text they were copied from. In the 
‘Bibliographical essay’ given for each chapter, there are amazingly – and given 
the brevity of the bibliographical information, disproportionately – detailed 
quotations from French archives, and equally amazingly the ones I checked all 
matched exactly in length and letter for letter (apart from typing errors) with 
quotations in articles referred to at the end of each bibliographical section 
almost as an afterthought and as if they cover other material. In some of these 
articles the original author either saw the archival sources himself or rightly 
went out of his way to thank his informant. To specify one: A.V. Antonovics’ 
article of 1986 on the help Henry Tudor received from the French, in R.A. 
Griffiths and J. Sherborne, eds, Kings and Nobles in the Later Middle Ages (1986); 
the French quotations are clearly taken from this text, but the reference is only 
given separately and much later. 

Personally I found it also a little disturbing to glimpse the ghosts of my own 
thoughts and words on the page without any direct reference to where they 
came from. The problem is that the author seems to be a man in a hurry, and it 
is time, I suggest, that he considered slowing down and rethinking his approach 
to his historical writing and in particular to the way he uses and refers to his 
sources. The uninformed reader may not notice, but experienced historians 
might suspect that the quotations are not based on original research and actual 
visits to English and foreign archives – as they should be. In my view, proper 
footnotes with clear and generous acknowledgment of other people’s work and 
ideas, and a real, conveniently arranged bibliography would have solved all 
these problems. Next time perhaps? 

LIVIA VISSER-FUCHS 

ENGLISH NUNS AND THE LAW IN THE MIDDLE AGES. 
Cloistered Nuns and their Lawyers, 1293-1540. Elizabeth Makowski. 2012. 
Studies in the History of Medieval Religion 39, The Boydell Press, Woodbridge, 
£60. isbn 978-1-843-83786-2 

The legal activity of the religious orders in late medieval England is an 
important and neglected topic. As major landowners, all monastic communities 
were regularly drawn into the secular and ecclesiastical courts in order to pursue 
and defend their properties and privileges. Monasteries spent large sums on 
legal affairs – including hiring and retaining lawyers to conduct their cases – and 
the internal reputation of individual heads of houses depended to no small 
degree on their success in defending or extending the institution’s endowments 
through the law. This monastic litigation has produced voluminous 
documentation, a trove of material which remains under-exploited by 
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ecclesiastical historians. Elizabeth Makowski’s study of nuns and the law in late 
medieval England provides a valuable treatment of this neglected, and richly 
documented, dimension of monastic life. 

Makowski focuses on the six houses of mendicant and Bridgettine nunneries 
founded in late medieval England: the London Minories, Waterbeach, Denney 
and Bruisyard (all Franciscan houses), the Dominican Dartford and the 
Bridgettines of Syon. Unlike the majority of English nunneries, these 
‘cloistered’ houses seem to have taken seriously the late medieval Church’s 
edicts about strict enclosure for female religious, as expressed in the papal bull 
Periculoso (1298). This commitment to claustration, however, raised particular 
challenges regarding the preservation of these communities’ rights at law, since 
the nuns were inhibited from appearing in court themselves. The central 
contention of English Nuns and the Law is that the emergence of legal 
professionals from the thirteenth century enabled cloistered communities to 
overcome these potential difficulties. Enclosed nunneries could rely on 
professional lawyers to prosecute their cases in the courts and enforce legal 
judgments, just as other monastic and secular litigants were required to do, and 
as a result their cloistered status was of little or no disadvantage to them. 

In elaborating this case, Makowski divides her book into two sections. The 
first section, ‘Clients and Lawyers’, establishes the monastic and legal contexts 
for the study. Chapter 1 explores English nuns’ responses to Periculoso
(summarising the conclusions of the author’s 1997 book on this subject) and 
introduces the six cloistered communities here studied. Chapter 2 discusses the 
various law courts in which English nuns were required to plead, and considers 
the evidence for how lawyers were encountered, selected and paid by cloistered 
nunneries. Chapter 3 comprises a detailed survey of the surviving warrants for 
the appointment of lawyers by these houses, and outlines what can be 
uncovered about the legal counsel employed by cloistered nuns. In the majority 
of cases, unfortunately, these lawyers remain anonymous; but Makowski 
assembles sufficient evidence to show that her nunneries – which were 
admittedly among the wealthiest female houses in medieval England – had 
access to secular and ecclesiastical lawyers of a very high calibre. 

Section 2 of the book, ‘Select Cases’, provides lucid and readable summaries 
of law suits involving enclosed nunneries in a variety of legal settings: the 
common law courts, chancery, the church courts and the papal curia. These 
case studies range from small-scale clashes over tithes to protracted (and better-
known) disputes, such as Syon Abbey’s ultimately successful attempts to secure 
its alien priory property, and the conflict over Waterbeach Abbey arising from 
Mary de St Pol’s foundation of Denney. This section certainly bears out 
Makowski’s argument that the legal cases involving cloistered nunneries were 
no different from those undertaken by other (non-enclosed) religious houses. 
As such, it also provides an interesting and accessible overview of the range of 
legal issues faced by late medieval monasteries, and the ways in which they 
could be resolved.
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Makowski makes a good case for the importance of legal professionals for 
cloistered nunneries. One might question, however, whether the ability to hire a 
good lawyer could entirely overcome the limitations of strict enclosure. Legal 
disputes in late medieval England were not resolved solely in the court room, 
and the need to win powerful friends who might exert informal influence on 
behalf of the house remained a standard justification for monastic hospitality 
throughout the period. Moreover, it would have been interesting to learn more 
about the movements and social interactions of the abbesses and prioresses of 
mendicant and Bridgettine houses: were they as secluded in practice as they 
claim in their letters for the appointment of attorneys? The role played in the 
legal defence of these nunneries’ rights by brethren of their orders – a number 
of examples of which arise in the cases detailed here – also merits more 
attention than it is accorded. Although Makowski’s heavy reliance on modern 
calendars – even in sections where the precise wording of the text is under 
consideration – prompts some misgivings, this is an elegant study which deals 
adeptly with both medieval religion and medieval law. English Nuns and the Law
will be welcomed by ecclesiastical and legal historians alike for the light that it 
sheds on the relations between nunneries and lawyers in the later middle ages. 

MARTIN HEALE 

SHAKESPEARE AND THE REMAINS OF RICHARD III. Philip 
Schwyzer. 2013. Oxford University Press, Oxford, £55.00 (hbk). 

isbn 978-0-19-967610-1 

There is arguably no other English king who has attracted as much posthumous 
attention and controversy as Richard III. Schwyzer’s book explores a period 
during which many of today’s popular perceptions of Richard were moulded: 
the hundred years between the king’s death in 1485 and Shakespeare’s Richard 
III, written during the 1590s. The book is not primarily concerned with 
Richard’s reign, nor indeed Shakespeare’s play, but what happened in the 
intervening years. It examines Richard’s legacy in the form of memories, 
physical objects, practices, institutions and literature, all of which influenced 
Shakespeare and his world. The ways in which they were able to negotiate an 
active place for themselves during a period which witnessed immense religious 
and political change is a central theme, as is the issue of the temporality of time. 
As it becomes apparent that there was no ‘now’ and ‘then’ for Shakespeare’s 
sources, his play deliberately blurs the barriers between past and present. A 
variety of disciplines are utilised by the author, including memory studies, 
material biography and geography, to develop a rich cultural history of the 
Tudor period, a period in which Richard remained ‘contemporary’ despite his 
death in a previous era. 

Five core chapters examine various aspects of Richard’s world which 
influenced Shakespeare and his contemporaries. The first two chapters consider 
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the fate of the bodies of Richard and the Princes, and the memories of the 
king’s reign. The meanings and interpretations of the lost remains of the king 
and his nephews were intertwined with changing attitudes to the relationship 
between the living and dead during the Reformation. An ‘evolving discourse’ of 
the remains emerged, with the manner of the Princes’ deaths questioned from 
1483. By the seventeenth century, tours of the Tower were commonplace as the 
fate of the Princes became equated with a lamented loss of the past, and hopes 
that it may be rediscovered. After the Leicester Greyfriars was dissolved in 
1538, a fresh interest in the whereabouts of Richard’s body began to develop. 
John Speed’s familiar stories in the early seventeenth century of the horse 
trough coffin and the disposal of the king’s bones in the River Soar essentially 
held true for four centuries, until the discovery of Richard’s remains in 2012.

By the time Richard III was written, all first-hand memories of Richard’s reign 
had disappeared (despite claims that one Thomas Parr was 152 in 1635). The 
literary tradition associated with the king was both influenced by word of 
mouth, and influenced oral memories themselves. Oral testimony had the 
power to offer an alternative to the official Tudor narrative of Richard’s 
character and reign; it could also be utilised to challenge more general 
assumptions of royal power and authority. Shakespeare was fascinated with the 
reliability of memory, and he himself had a significant impact on the memory of 
Richard: all later interpretations have been filtered in some way through 
Shakespeare’s play. A key aspect of Schwyzer’s thesis is the evolving 
transmission of memory, with stories changing as successive generations pass 
them on. With the recent discovery of Richard’s remains, perhaps the popular 
perception of the king will now enter a new phase. 

Schwyzer moves on to discuss the ‘biographies’ of a variety of institutions 
and objects associated with Richard, notably the College of Arms, the king’s 
dagger, his prayer book, and the bed at the Blue Boar in Leicester in which he 
was presumed to have slept before Bosworth. The bed became another 
Ricardian tourist attraction in the seventeenth century, and, even if it is 
probable that the king never slept in it, the link with Richard gave it meaning 
and importance in the present. The author is concerned with the process of the 
‘transformation, negotiation [and] de- and re-mystification’ of objects, arguing 
that they provide a link, and blur the boundaries, between the present and past. 
Richard’s ‘signature token’, the dagger with which he supposedly murdered 
Henry VI, disappeared from history during the Reformation, after it was 
confiscated as a holy relic from the shrine of the Blessed Virgin at Caversham 
(Berkshire). It probably made its way into the possession of Thomas Cromwell. 
The object re-emerges, however, as a prop in Richard III, in which it is called a 
‘toy’, a result of the disparaging Protestant view of religious relics. Shakespeare 
reminds us that, despite the efforts of successive generations, objects such as 
Richard’s dagger and the bed at the Blue Boar can never be completely 
controlled. Despite some being kept as reminders that Richard’s epoch had 
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disappeared, we are again brought back to a central theme of the book: the 
agency of material culture and memories. 

The book ends with an examination of how Richard was represented in 
ballads, poems and plays, beginning with verses such as Bosworth Feilde,
composed soon after the king’s death, and ending with Shakespeare’s play, 
which put an ‘indelible stamp’ on the king’s character. As memories faded and 
objects disappeared, literature took their place as the permanent legacy of the 
king. Although the majority of the works condemned Richard as a tyrant, their 
detail was in fact very different, and evolved over time. By the Elizabethan 
period Richard is frequently interpreted as a ruthless Machiavellian, delighting 
in violent death. Although Shakespeare influenced all subsequent literary 
interpretations of Richard, Schwyzer argues that all are part of a ‘chain of 
replications’, with multi-layered meanings added through the decades since 
1485. With some ballads such as Ladye Bessiye being added to after its 
composition in the 1490s, it is difficult to ascertain exactly which aspects of it 
are taken from the original: they are all ‘living texts’. 

Although the book is not for those wishing to read a new analysis of the 
king’s life and reign, it is an excellent study in how his reputation was formed 
during the Tudor era. It is well written and contains several useful illustrations. 
The utility of disciplines such as object biography, brought to the fore in 
chapter 3, is particularly welcome. 

MATTHEW WARD 

BOSWORTH 1485. A Battlefield Rediscovered. Glenn Foard and Anne 
Curry. 2013. Oxbow Books, Oxford, £45. isbn 978-1-78297-173-3 

This book has been eagerly awaited, ever since the conference held in February 
2010 at Leicester to announce the findings of a five year project to rediscover 
Bosworth Battlefield. What stood out at the conference was the variety of 
disciplines that worked together to achieve this. This book reflects that 
conference, and provides the detail that a series of lectures could only touch 
upon.  

Chapter one sets out the historic location, where it has traditionally been 
located and why. The use of historic maps, the earliest dating from 1576, 
demonstrates the way cartographers marked the site with landmarks such as 
rivers or hills varying in relation to the general description of ‘King Ric: feld’. 
These are reproduced throughout the text, showing that over time the 
ambiguity over the location of the site continued. Added to these are the 
varying battle plans drawn up by successive historians to show exactly how they 
thought the battle was played out, trying to fit the battle into the landscape. 
This had resulted in four sites being proposed for the battle, Ambion Hill, 
where the visitors centre stands today, Dadlington which was proposed by 
Colin Richmond, an area proposed by Foss 1.5 km southwest of Ambion, and 
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Atherstone, proposed by Michael Jones. The battlefield project which began in 
September 2005 hoped to hone this down to one, initial reviews of the 
evidence suggested ‘it was the location championed by Foss which appeared the 
strongest contender’. The following chapters explain how the project team 
went about the task of testing these alternative theories.  

For an historian, chapter two ‘An historical perspective: the armies’ and 
chapter three ‘An historical perspective: the battle’ are of the greatest interest. 
The preparation in raising an army, who served in the army, what happened in 
the battle and the aftermath are looked at in detail using the accounts of 
chroniclers, letter writers and the documents of administration. These sources 
are re-examined, compared and tested within the political and social context of 
the time. What we sometimes tend to forget is that this was a civil war, and it is 
this fact that, as Curry points out, makes battles such as Bosworth more 
difficult to assess  civil war battles tend to be less well reported in the 
chronicles. The machinery for recruiting an army in a civil war is also less well 
documented. The troops were not usually paid, so there are no muster rolls or 
accounts for wages, therefore assessing numbers of troops engaged in the battle 
is also difficult. The loyalty of such troops can also be a problem; it does not 
matter how good a leader is if he cannot command the support of his troops. 
How to distinguish who fought on which side? The soldiers involved in such 
battles would have come from the same social and military background, their 
training and equipment would therefore be the same, so there would be little to 
tell them apart. The presence of foreign troops or the use of artillery might be 
the only differences between the two armies which can be compared. The 
preparations and make-up of both armies is explored in fascinating detail, and 
yet it is still not possible to answer the question, ‘how many troops’ did they 
have at the battle.  

When looking at the actual battle, contemporary military practice and 
comparisons with other conflicts are used to help fill the gaps left by the sparse 
narrative accounts. The movements of both Henry and Richard prior to the 
battle are followed as are the movements of their supporters to see how and 
when they arrived at Bosworth. An interesting question raised was how 
Richard’s supporters knew where to join him; surviving letters mention no 
place of assembly. Henry had the advantage of his army being together since he 
crossed from France. Who arrived, who delayed and who finally engaged are all 
examined in an attempt to explain what happened that day. Defection and 
treason were evident, more so than in other engagements. While there is still 
much unknown about who fought and who died, these two chapters go a long 
way in providing new light on the battle itself. 

Chapters four to six concentrate on finding the place of the battle in the 
landscape. Using topographical clues and physical exploration of the landscape, 
the area to study was narrowed down to Sutton Cheney, Dadlington, Shenton, 
Stoke Golding, Upton and Higham-on-the-Hill. The objective was to determine 
the site of the battle and understand the routes taken by the opposing armies 
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on their approach to the battlefield. The main problem is reconstructing a 
landscape which had existed 500 years earlier, drainage, agriculture, land 
clearance and enclosures all had an effect on the landscape, changing its 
appearance completely. History, archaeology, paleo-environmental studies, soil 
samples, carbon dating, place name surveys, field walking and metal detecting 
were all employed to narrow down and pinpoint the site. A further series of 
maps detail the field names, land use, and the location of finds in the area 
surveyed. The maps hide just how long, painstaking and at times undoubtedly 
frustrating, this work was. Chapter six concentrates on the artefacts which were 
found, mostly small items, and an appendix lists all the finds that were made. 
Larger finds are unlikely to be made: after the battle larger items would have 
been cleared away, only small, lost or broken items, which became trodden into 
the earth, remain. The principal find, which indicated that the battlefield was 
found, could not be more iconic, it was a silver gilt boar badge. 

After the boar badge, probably the most exciting finds were a large number 
of projectiles, proving that artillery was used at Bosworth. Those who attended 
the conference will remember the tests carried out to see how well such shot 
would perform; and this is detailed with plentiful illustrations in chapter seven. 
The final chapter pulls together all the evidence to suggest what happened on 
22 August. The routes taken by the two armies provide two possible 
alternatives for Richard’s deployment of his army; however the south side of 
Fenn Lane up on the ridge is most likely. This gave the advantage of height, but 
was not too high to restrict the use of artillery and also controlled the roads. 
The scatter of shot found also suggests Richard’s position. In putting these 
facts together with the sources, it suggests that Northumberland did not act out 
of treachery but because he could not engage his troops. When Norfolk swung 
his forces round to counter Oxford he effectively blocked Northumberland, 
who had nowhere else to go because of the marsh. In which case, this suggests 
that Richard had deployed his forces badly. Therefore, when Richard spotted 
Henry he may have seen the opportunity to save the battle, and died in the 
attempt. 

The numerous disciplines involved in this project, with their successes and 
failures, what worked or not, and why are recorded in detail in this book. The 
aim, as well rediscovering Bosworth, is to enable others embarking on a similar 
project to learn from what was done. It demonstrates quite clearly the value of 
historians and archaeologists working together to fill the gaps in our knowledge. 
The book also provides some fascinating insights into medieval battles. The 
patience and sheer determination of all involved is to be admired and 
applauded.  

LYNDA PIDGEON 
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The Common and Piepowder Courts of Southampton. Transcribed and 
Translated by Tom Olding. With an introduction by Tom Olding and Penny 
Tucker. Southampton Record Series, XLV (2 parts), 2011. Available from the 
Secretary of the Southampton Record Series, srs@soton.ac.uk for £25 incl. 
p&p. isbn 978-085432-922-9 

The urban courts of late medieval England have for long been neglected by 
historians. Their records are not easily approached by the layman, and 
professionals have not cared to tackle them. Modern discussions – never mind 
editions – of them are almost non-existent. Warm thanks are therefore due to 
Tom Olding for undertaking to transcribe and then translate the records of 
Southampton’s town courts of the later fifteenth century. The two-part volume 
under review presents his carefully prepared translation of these intractable and 
in places semi-illegible materials, set out with meticulous attention to their 
numerous deletions, half-finished entries and scribal incomprehensibilities. 

The volume is rendered extremely useful for a far wider readership than 
those who might merely be interested in the local significance of specific 
actions brought in these courts – important though these often were in national 
terms, given the significance of Southampton for English trade with the 
Continent and especially with Italy and Spain – by the introduction and the 
prefatory apparatus generally. Researchers interested in any English town court 
of the period will find here what is unquestionably the best introduction to the 
material. The relationship of the main Town Court or Common Court (for civil 
litigation) with the Piepowder Court (in principle, for suits involving merchants 
and others with ‘dusty feet’, pieds poudreux) is first established, but what is really 
useful is the discussion that follows, of the different types of case that were 
brought in each type of court, what process and forms of trial took place, what 
penalties could be imposed, and how effective the courts were. There is also a 
full account of the legal personnel involved on behalf of the parties. 

It is odd that very little attempt has been made here to investigate the 
litigants and their context in historical sources. Even the Victoria County 
History of Hampshire seems not to have been drawn on: witness the footnote 
on page 34 discussing the location of Hook Mortimer, which, it is suggested, 
was probably a manor within the village of Hook. In fact, as is stated in VCH, 
Hampshire, volume 3, page 227, it was a manor in Titchfield. No less strangely, 
the publications of the Southampton Record Series itself have been ignored; 
and it might have been thought that an editor of a volume that is largely 
concerned with the 1470s and 1480s (the 1426 of the title referring to a single 
document of 1426, after which there is a gap until 1473) would have ploughed 
his way through the two volumes of The Port Books or Local Customs Accounts of 
Southampton for the Reign of Edward IV, edited for the Southampton Record 
Society back in the 1930s. Equally, reference to Alwyn Ruddock’s Italian 
Merchants and Shipping in Southampton, 1270-1600 (Southampton 1951) would 
have enabled more to be said about some of the litigants and the contexts of 
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their suits – as well as perhaps correcting some of the readings of the original 
records. For instance, a glance at the index to Ruddock’s book might have 
made the editor surmise that his Couterini, Couteryn, Coutriryn etc. would be 
better read as Conterini etc., following Ruddock’s mentions of the Contarini 
family of Venice. 

Still, the reader who works through the book, or who simply draws on the 
full and well constructed index (difficult though it is to use, because it refers to 
the folios of the original source materials, rather than to page numbers of the 
edition), will be well rewarded. Much light is shed on the personnel (even 
including chaplains and scriveners) of the Spanish and Italian galleys and 
carracks, and the ways in which they got caught up in the doings of local people. 
These alien merchants and others were no doubt the readier to trust the 
piepowder court because it was quite prepared to empanel them on juries in 
cases that involved aliens. No less striking is the range of Englishmen who 
resorted to the court, coming as they did from all over southern England and 
from all levels of society. Here are the prior of St Denys, Southampton, the 
warden of Winchester College, and William Fitzalan, Earl of Arundel; best of 
all, here is Richard, Duke of Gloucester (plea of trespass, brought against 
Henry Pece, in 1476: page 91). 

Despite being issued as a publication of the Harvard-based Ames 
Foundation as well as by the Southampton Records Series, the book is rather 
cheaply produced, being issued in paperback and having only a ‘perfect’ (glue) 
binding. On the other hand, any reader who is particularly interested in any of 
these cases can go to the Ames Foundation website, where there is a very 
clearly laid-out set of images of the cases as written in the original court books. 
Note, however, that, as the website itself admits, its references only tally 
approximately with the foliation of the originals. So, for instance, the website’s 
‘SC 7 1 3 (17)’ corresponds to SC7/1/3, folios 14av-15r (printed at pages 31-4), 
rather than to folio 17. Like edition, like website: a little effort is required on the 
part of the reader. 

NIGEL RAMSAY 

PREACHING THE WORD IN MANUSCRIPT AND PRINT IN 
LATE MEDIEVAL ENGLAND. Essays in Honour of Susan Powell.
Edited by Martha W. Driver and Veronica O’Mara. 2013. Sermo: Studies on 
Patristic, Medieval and Reformation Sermons and Preaching, Volume 11. 
Brepols, Turnhout, Belgium, Euro 100. isbn 978-2-503-54185-3 

This volume is the latest offering from the ‘Sermo’ series, which produces 
studies on patristic, medieval and Reformation-era sermons. It forms a 
festschrift in honour of Susan Powell who has done much to advance our 
understanding of medieval manuscripts for more than thirty years. The volume 
opens with a short preface by Ronald Waldron (appropriate as Powell’s former 



THE RICARDIAN VOLUME XXIV, 2014 

154

tutor and postgraduate supervisor) and an introduction by the editors, Martha 
W. Driver and Veronica O’Mara. The volume contains twelve studies and three 
edited texts, and it concludes with a list of Susan Powell's publications. Derek 
Pearsall initiates the studies fittingly by considering the works of G.R. Owst – 
widely considered the founder of English sermon studies. Pearsall 
acknowledges the debt which scholars of this genre owe to Owst’s works – 
Preaching in Medieval England (1926) and Literature and Pulpit in Medieval England
(1933) – which he states, together ‘initiate the history of English sermon 
studies’ (p. 11). However, Pearsall identifies a number of inherent flaws in these 
works, and suggests certain contexts and influences which may have 
contributed to these shortcomings.  

The remaining eleven studies and three texts are presented in roughly 
chronological order of subject matter, creating a sense of continuity often 
lacking in collections of essays. R.N. Swanson discusses an anthology of 
material collected for pastoral purposes. This was owned, and probably 
compiled, by Thomas Urmeston, a late medieval English parochial chaplain. 
The manuscript was compiled from a number of predictable sources including 
Mirk’s Festial, but a more surprising addition was fifty-two short Latin sermons 
originating from a larger Italian Carolingian cycle known as the Italian Homiliary.
Swanson investigates what interest Urmeston might have had in these sermons, 
which were centuries old and intended for preaching to fratres. Swanson 
suggests that they were adapted for use in Urmeston's own preaching and 
dismisses the conclusion that they were merely included as curiosities. 

Anne Hudson's engaging paper challenges the assumption that the likelihood 
of greater accuracy of a manuscript copy is increased by the proximity of time 
and place to the text’s original creation. Hudson compares three copies of John 
Wyclif's Sunday epistle sermons: one a well known English manuscript dating 
from around 1400, the others, slightly later and produced in Bohemia. She finds 
that the two later copies were in many ways superior to the earlier English 
manuscript. Hudson admits that many questions remain unanswered about the 
Bohemian copies but rightly states that 'in textual matters geographical distance 
need not imply degeneration' (p. 60). William Marx's paper identifies, what 
might be, a sermo literarius – a type of literary sermon which, although 
constructed as a sermon, was meant for private reading. He finds this within 
the penultimate stanza of the B-version of the 'Devils’ Parliament', a fifteenth 
century, Middle English poem. This stanza, which was not included in the A-
version of the text, implies that the verse was meant to be read in public during 
Lent. The later author either envisaged a potential public function for the verse, 
or perhaps injected a sermo literarius for literary effect. This thought-provoking 
study raises a number of questions as to how we perceive, and indeed, have 
perceived, a great number of texts. 

Margaret Connolly provides a study of post-Easter sermons preached in the 
time leading up to Pentecost. Connolly considers several major later Middle 
English sermon cycles and how they addressed the complex subject of the Holy 
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Ghost. These findings are compared to a number of other Middle English verse 
and prose treatments of the same topic. The implication of this, as well as other 
papers in the volume, is that sermons might be read privately and were 
therefore instructive for both preacher and congregation. John J. Thompson 
explores two important late medieval English texts – John Mirk’s Festial and 
William Love’s Mirror of the Blessed Life of Jesus Christ – within the context of the 
developing writing and reading culture of the long fifteenth century. Among the 
many themes addressed here Thompson identifies how both authors made 
some attempt to direct and anticipate the imagined audience response. 

Stephen Morrison’s contribution tackles the issue of scribal accuracy and the 
differences between four versions of a late fifteenth century collection of prose 
sermons. He argues that, while some minor alterations are apparently incidental 
or due to carelessness, others seem to demonstrate an over-riding concern for 
textual clarity which was valued above the need for precise re-writing. Morrison 
concludes that much more work will be necessary to determine whether this 
lack of ‘fixity’ was prevalent in the work of other scribe-preachers. Vincent 
Gillespie addresses a different type of text – a martyrology belonging to Syon 
Abbey. He identifies within this text a number of additions made at Syon, 
including a series of short Latin lections which were designed to be read daily 
along with the entries of the commercially produced martyrology. These 
instructive additions suggest that life at Syon, although contemplative, was 
intended to be ‘an active and energetic monasticism with no time for leisure, 
vain words, or other distractions’ (p. 149). 

Jeremy J. Smith takes us once again back to Mirk’s Festial. He considers the 
implications of an early sixteenth-century Scottish version of the text, copied 
from an edition published in Rouen in 1499. This text, Smith argues, when 
compared to other additions, suggests that the private devotional reading 
associated with the Protestant Reformation was already emerging among the 
literate laity of the later Middle Ages. Next, Joseph J. Gwara builds upon Frank 
Isaac’s earlier study of the typographical features of the undated, post-1500, 
works of Wynken de Worde (d. 1534/5). This study reassesses the evidence for 
dating De Worde’s undated output from 1501-11, when he was printing in 
London. Gwara’s findings offer greater precision to the subject, and, in his 
conclusion, he suggests some of the exciting implications of this enhanced 
understanding.

Martha W. Driver’s paper explores images of preachers in both manuscripts 
and printed works from the later Middle Ages to the early Tudor period. Driver 
tracks the images of preaching from early manuscript miniatures of Christ, to 
sixteenth-century depictions of ‘preaching’, which were not always features of 
strictly devotional or homiletic material. Driver suggests how such imagery 
performed a variety of tasks varying from devotional assistance to satire and 
even advertising. The final essay in the studies section is by Julia Boffey and 
investigates the inclusion of Latin and English verse in a number of Middle 
English prose sermons. Boffey addresses the diversity of functions which these 
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additions played. These, she compellingly suggests, evolved over time as these 
texts made their way into print. 

The three ‘Texts’ at the end of this volume bring into focus many of the 
problems and questions raised by the earlier studies. The first is a study and 
edition by Oliver Pickering of the ‘Text for All Souls’ Day’ in the South English 
Legendary. This elegantly executed paper includes a section-by-section synopsis, 
and highlights some of the preaching characteristics of the poem. Pickering’s 
edition is complemented by frequent glosses making this difficult poem 
accessible. Kari Anne Rand sheds new light upon the ‘Syon Pardon Sermon’. 
Her edition draws together all known extracts from the sermon which, she 
believes, serve to illustrate R. N. Swanson’s point – that permanent indulgences 
needed to be advertised. She notes that the length and complexity of the 
original sermon probably prevented it from being delivered verbally. Rand 
elucidates the text’s structure and themes, and also identifies and dates a 
previously overlooked incomplete copy of the sermon.  

The final paper in the volume is Veronica O’Mara’s study of John Gough 
Nichols’ Victorian edition of the late fifteenth-century text known as the ‘Boy 
Bishop’ Sermon. O’Mara not only addresses the content of the sermon but also 
questions Nichols’ editorial decisions. She provides a new edition of the text, 
which sheds considerable light upon Nichols’ editorial procedure and also on 
how this text was treated by its fifteenth-century compositors. This, O’Mara 
tells us, serves as a mirror of editorial attitudes and editing techniques from the 
fifteenth century to the present day. This essay brings to the fore many of the 
issues and considerations addressed throughout the volume and provides a 
fitting conclusion.  

Overall, the volume is characterised by the enthusiasm and penetrating 
curiosity of its contributors. It is punctuated, throughout, by suggestions for 
further avenues of study and alludes to the fruits that this research might bear. 
Although aimed at specialists of homiletic and devotional literature, there is 
something for everyone here. Indeed, many students of medieval and early 
modern history will be astounded by a number of the implications that emerge 
from this generous and thought-provoking tribute to one of the leading 
scholars in the field. 

CHARLES FARRIS 

THE CORONATION CHAIR AND STONE OF SCONE: History, 
Archaeology and Conservation. Warwick Rodwell. With sections by Marie 
Louise Sauerberg and contributions by Ptolemy Dean and Eddie Smith. 2013. 
333 illustrations (most in colour). Oxbow Books and The Dean and Chapter of 
Westminster, Oxford and Oakville, £29.95 (hardback).  isbn 978-1-782-97152-8 

At the end of the sixteenth century, visitors to Westminster Abbey could hire a 
guide or ‘tomb shower’ to take them round, or they could buy a guide book (in 
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Latin) by no less an authority than William Camden. In the Chapel of St 
Edward the Confessor, they would see what Camden described as the Solium
Regni Scotici (surely the ‘throne of the Scottish kingdom’ not, as in a highly 
uncharacteristic lapse or a failure of copy-editing Warwick Rodwell glosses it, 
‘Stone of the Scottish kings’). They may have come away with the impression 
that the solium, the seat upon which Scottish kings were inaugurated, brought 
back from Scotland as spoils of war in 1297 by Edward I, was the great gilded 
wooden throne, the ‘Coronation Chair’ of this book’s title and ‘St Edward’s 
Chair’ preferred by its author, that Edward had commissioned to house the 
actual block of sandstone that he had seized from the Abbey of Scone.  

As Rodwell explains, the Stone of Scone itself has been the subject of 
detailed study in recent years, demolishing the ‘mountain of myth’ that has 
grown up around it. Amazingly, no such study of the Chair with which the 
Stone was inextricably linked for seven centuries (but alas no longer) has 
appeared before. 

In 2010 the Dean and Chapter of Westminster initiated a programme of 
conservation on the Chair, in advance of the sixtieth anniversary of the Queen’s 
coronation. This provided the opportunity for a detailed physical examination 
of the Chair and the occasion for a full study of the historical documentation 
and the evidence for its relationship to the Stone, now returned to Scotland. 
The result is this magnificent volume by Warwick Rodwell (now Visiting 
Professor in the Department of Archaeology, University of Reading, and 
Consultant Archaeologist to Westminster Abbey). 

Rodwell devotes his first chapter to ‘historiography’, bringing together an 
array of antiquarian depictions and interpretations, before turning, in Chapter 2, 
to the recorded history of Chair and Stone in the Middle Ages. He includes 
what seems to be the earliest image of the Chair, in use at the coronation of 
Edward II in 1308 – while concluding that the Chair was designed primarily as 
a reliquary to hold the Stone, given by Edward I to St Edward’s Chapel, and as 
a seat for an officiating priest, and that its use at coronations was secondary. 
Chapter 3 takes us to Scone, and the origin of the Stone in a local outcrop of 
Old Red Sandstone, and concludes that the existing Stone was cut down from 
the original ceremonial ‘great stone’ to fit within the Chair. In Chapter 4 we 
learn of Edward I’s original commission for a bronze throne, abandoned at a 
late stage in its manufacture (perhaps because it would have weighed, with the 
Stone, more than ¾ of a ton) in favour of the present gilded wooden Chair, the 
work of Walter of Durham. 

Chapter 5 presents a detailed study of the design and construction of the 
Chair, with measured drawings of it and details of the joints. It reveals that, as 
originally constructed, the Chair had no seat. The royal buttocks, though 
perhaps padded with cushions, would rest directly on the upper surface of the 
Stone of Scone – shades of Terry Pratchett’s dwarf king and the Scone of Stone! 
In the following chapter the conservator Marie Louise Sauerberg presents the 
results of her study of the Chair’s surface decoration: the punch-work on the 



THE RICARDIAN VOLUME XXIV, 2014 

158

gilded back and arms, including the figure of a king, probably Edward the 
Confessor, and the extraordinary use of glass over polychrome decoration in 
some of the exterior panels. Chapter 7 presents an equally detailed 
archaeological study of the Stone.  

Chapter 8 continues the historical narrative into the seventeenth century, and 
the next chapter describes the companion chair, ‘knocked up hurriedly and 
cheaply’ for the joint coronation of Mary II and William in 1689. Chapters 10 
and 11 take us through the nineteenth and twentieth centuries and what the 
author calls the ‘vicissitudes’ the Chair and Stone suffered – the painting with 
brown varnish for the Golden Jubilee of Queen Victoria, the Suffragette bomb 
of 1914, attempted thefts, wartime precautions, and the theft by Scottish 
nationalists in 1950. The next chapter discusses the political decision to return 
the Stone to Scotland in 1996; we conclude that, having been given to the 
Abbey by Edward I, the Stone was not, as Prime Minister John Major believed, 
the ‘property of the Crown’ to dispose of. 

A chapter follows on the Chair’s ‘popular influence’, illustrating a huge range 
of full-size replicas, models and souvenirs produced since the 1890s – not all of 
them tasteful! Marie Louise Sauerberg returns with a chapter on the 
conservation of the Chair, noting the many nail-holes that testify to the custom 
of covering it with textiles for ceremonial occasions (as for the coronation of 
Richard III in 1483, when it was covered in ‘baudekin’, a cloth of gold); and 
Ptolemy Dean, Surveyor of the Fabric of Westminster Abbey, describes the 
plans for the display of the Chair in a new location in St George’s Chapel in 
2013. Finally, in an Appendix Eddie Smith of Westminster School discusses the 
graffiti on the Chair – the most notable reading ‘P Abbot slept in this chair 5:6 
July 1800’. 

This book, as this summary can only suggest, is comprehensive. It is 
authoritative, and magnificently illustrated. It is moreover, like any good 
detective story, a damned good read, as the authors steer us ably through the 
archaeological investigations of the Chair and the Stone, interpret the medieval 
and modern documentation, and dispose of ‘mountains of myth’. There can be 
few national symbols that have been so well served by a publication. 

JOHN CLARK 

THE SOLDIER IN LATER MEDIEVAL ENGLAND. Adrian R. Bell, 
Anne Curry, Andy King, and David Simpkin. 2013. Oxford University Press, 
£65. isbn 978-0-19-968082-5 

The meticulous, long-term research that is the basis of this many-authored 
book has produced a great number of fascinating tables and statistics: they are 
the ‘illustrations’ of this study. They cover such matters as the survival of 
muster rolls and the nationality of individual garrison soldiers in Lancastrian 
Normandy, but also the military careers of individuals, such as Sir John Blount, 
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of Beversbrook, Wiltshire, 1369-83, and the archer Richard Bullock, 1426-47. It 
may be worthwhile mentioning that some of the manuscripts containing muster 
rolls and referred to in the footnotes can actually be found on a website of the 
Bibliothèque nationale de France, and admired on one’s own screen. 

The book as a whole covers the period from the re-opening of the Hundred 
Years War in 1369 to the loss of Gascony in 1453 – information that, 
incidentally, could have been included in the title. The authors, together and 
separately, bring an enormous amount of expertise to bear and are all well 
represented in the impressive and useful bibliography. Six chapters discuss the 
members of the peerage and their key role in the French, Scottish and other 
wars, both on land and sea; knights and their careers; men-at-arms and who 
they were; the all-important archers; ‘other kinds of soldiers’, such as 
crossbowmen and gunners, and finally the origins of all these men. Where 
possible individual careers are traced, often using the evidence of the men 
themselves, given, for example, in the context of a dispute heard in the Court 
of Chivalry over the right to bear a particular coat of arms. There were men-at-
arms who had served not only in Gascony, northern France and Scotland, but 
also at sea, in Ireland, the Low Countries and the Iberian Peninsula. Almost a 
third of the members of the peerage served 11-20 years, more than 20% 21-30 
years, and another 20% bore arms for 31-40 years of their lives, though careers 
apparently became shorter in the fifteenth century, partly because a growing 
proportion of noblemen actually died in a battle in France or were executed 
afterwards during the civil war in England. Knights actually bearing arms, too, 
declined in number as part of a longer and universal downward trend, the 
causes of which are identified in detail. Men-at-arms, both of knightly and non-
knightly rank, had the most varied careers and the greatest opportunities to rise 
from the lower ranks to positions of (sub)command. Archers are, not 
surprisingly, more difficult to trace as individuals, but a few of them can also be 
found testifying in the Court of Chivalry and revealing where, when and under 
whom they had served. A special case, for example, is that of Robert Fishlake 
whose career can be found – as well as many others – in remarkable detail on 
the website www.medievalsoldier.org/February2008.php. The chapter’s 
conclusion discusses the amazing number of archers potentially available in 
England for military service: at least 13,000, and ‘this may be a considerable 
underestimate’. 

Other kinds of soldiers are more briefly treated, though crossbowmen and 
gunners make up large categories. There is also a section on soldiers who plied 
civilian crafts and trades, including trumpeters and minstrels, merchants and 
clerks, and, of course, armourers, bowyers, cobblers and tailors. The evidence 
about their presence is not found in muster rolls, but like much of the 
information used for this book, from letters of protection, taken out by men 
going abroad to protect their property at home against legal problems that 
might occur during their absence. These documents often specify in whose 
retinue the applicant was going abroad, whether the king’s or someone else’s. 
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In the last chapter a series of tables indicates how many men from a 
particular county of England and from Wales took out letters of protection in 
various periods and where their service was to be performed. Foreign troops in 
English service were mostly to be found among crossbowmen and gunners and 
in some cases local men were used in their own area; a limited number of 
Germans, Spaniards and people from different parts of France and many other 
nationalities can be identified, often by their names only. 

My ambling through some of the areas discussed in this book does not do 
justice to its vast amount of factual information, which could be used by social 
and military historians and, by analogy, for the career of any fourteenth- or 
fifteenth-century individual, soldier or commander, one happens to be 
researching, or it could be read for its own sake to get a detailed image of who 
served in the English army at the time and how these men’s careers developed. 

LIVIA VISSER-FUCHS 

STUDIES IN THE ART AND IMAGERY OF THE MIDDLE AGES.
Richard Marks. 2012. Pindar Press, London, £150.00.  isbn 978-1-904597-38-4 

This outstanding collection of thirty-one articles by one of the foremost 
medieval art historians of our time, offers a wide-ranging study of 
commemorative, devotional and didactic imagery in the Middle Ages. The 
volume is divided in to sections with each essay grouped under four general 
headings, ‘Overviews and Taxonomies’, ‘Windowes Wel-Y-Glased’, ‘Seable 
Rememoratijf Signes’ and ‘Monuments and Memorialization’. It is a substantial 
volume with 845 pages of text including an index. This review will consider a 
selection of those essays most concerned with England’s cultural and artistic 
heritage during the dynastic turbulence between York and Lancaster of the 
fifteenth century. 

One of the most compelling features of this collection is the utter richness of 
art and imagery in the fifteenth century. This is ably demonstrated by surviving 
objects and documentary references and is most noticeably discussed in ‘An 
Age of Consumption: Art for England c. 1400-1547’. Here we are reminded of 
the substantial architectural investment of the laity – at all levels – in their 
parish churches which were richly adorned with chalice, plate, funerary 
monuments, glass, sculpture and screens. Demand stimulated regional centres 
in London, Bristol and East Anglia with local influences reflected particularly in 
church rebuilding and monuments for the dead. Elsewhere, the scale of royal 
expenditure from the reign of Edward IV is most thoroughly emphasised in the 
royal chapels, residences and the fixtures and fittings of their palaces and on an 
elaborate and most impressive scale. Regal display was core for the Tudor kings 
who employed such expenditure to emphasise permanence and stability. 

The use of art as a symbol of royal power and lineage is a recurrent them in 
this volume. The apparent preoccupation of the Lancastrian kings to symbolise 
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their legitimacy is brought out in ‘Yorkist and Lancastrian Political and 
Genealogical Propaganda in the Visual Arts’. Thus at Canterbury Cathedral, for 
example, the pulpitum displays the Lancastrian Henrys together with their 
immediate predecessor, Richard II, with whom they sought to display their 
legitimate right as his natural successor. This is again drawn out more visibly in 
the glazing of All Souls College, Oxford, where a royal window of the 
Lancastrian kings presents their descent from the Anglo-Saxon royal family 
through John of Gaunt. This preoccupation with sovereignty and descent is 
shown further in York Minster where their celebrated pulpitum contains fifteen 
sculptured kings ending with Henry VI and almost certainly commissioned by 
his former secretary, Dean Richard Andrew. The popularity of the cult of 
Henry VI and his imagery is considered elsewhere in the volume, ‘Images of 
Henry VI’, and which discusses the large number of carved and glazed figures 
of the king which survive most noticeably in East Anglia. Documentary 
evidence and the discovery of 400 pilgrim badges through archaeological 
surveys in London and Southampton, are used alongside monumental art to 
demonstrate the universal popularity of this unfortunate king whose cult 
enjoyed popularity until the Reformation. 

The Lancastrian ‘propaganda machine’ is ably demonstrated in this volume 
of essays and yet little material evidence has been found suggesting any Yorkist 
genealogical cycles. Inevitably this is complicated by the brevity of their 
monarchy. Yet the Yorkist association with the cult of Archbishop Scrope, the 
‘hero’ of anti-Lancastrian authority, is convincingly suggested in ‘The Glazing 
of Fotheringhay Church and College’. The glass is now gone although elements 
have been found nearby in the parish church at Kingscliffe. The influence of 
duchess Cecily as the patron of this elaborate display is suggested through 
particular saints, George, John the Baptist, Erasmus and Bridget, for whom she 
felt devotion. This contribution brings together the antiquarian evidence 
showing the glazing schemes of the Yorkist mausoleum and is an invaluable 
contribution to our knowledge of their artistic patronage. 

The use of art and imagery in response to national events is complemented 
by a number of thought-provoking essays on the laity’s attitudes towards 
devotion and piety. ‘Picturing Word and Text in the Late Medieval Parish 
Church’ reminds us of the didactic use of language richly displayed within the 
architecture of the church and upon tablets and displays within: the patronage 
of the celebrated John Clopton of Long Melford and his association with John 
Lydgate is taken as a case in point. Art with a purpose was not confined to the 
word and the richness of lay investment is shown by examples of the Rood 
screen, discussed in ‘To the Honor and Pleasure of Almighty God, and to the 
Comfort of the Parishioners: The Rood and Remembrance’. Very little remains 
of the medieval Rood but the surviving panels from St Mary’s, Woodbridge, are 
used to show their commemorative and devotional functionality. The primary 
donors, John Albrede (d. 1450) and his wife Agnes (d. 1458) left bequests for 
the commission of their parish Rood in their wills and they were privileged to 
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have a request for prayer for their souls painted upon it. It is known that the 
Albredes also enjoyed a monumental brass which likewise requested 
intercessory prayer and the suggestion that this was in fact placed before the 
Rood, which they had paid for, is compelling. 

Monuments and brasses are another important feature of this collection of 
essays reflecting a period in which the affordability of such memorials became 
more widespread and also more distinctive. ‘Entumbid right princly: The 
Beauchamp Chapel at Warwick and the Politics of Interment’ is a tour de force of 
scholarly insight on the commemorative arrangements of Richard Beauchamp, 
earl of Warwick (d. 1439). His testamentary instructions for his burial, tomb 
and a perpetual chantry chapel in his ancestral mausoleum in Warwick are 
discussed in detail thanks to a copy of the building accounts which reveal an 
extensive range of strategies designed to better his commemoration. This 
consisted of sculpture, metalwork, enamel, glass, murals and woodwork and 
was one of the most expensive commemorative enterprises of the fifteenth 
century. The purpose was clearly to maximise Warwick’s salvation while 
displaying his status and lineage and which seems to have been influenced by 
the earl’s own instructions. The funerary monuments for another noble house, 
that of the Howard family, is also discussed in ‘The Howard Tombs at 
Thetford and Framlingham: New Discoveries’. Their change of burial site, from 
the ancestral mausoleum at Stoke by Nayland to the Mowbray burial site at 
Thetford, was a deliberate strategy of dynastic continuity. But this was shattered 
by the Reformation when this Cluniac house was shut down in spite of the 
efforts of the third Howard duke. The series of (now lost) commemorative 
brasses in Lambeth from the 1540s and 1550s reflects a period of uncertainty 
when the Howard’s, like other aristocratic families, needed to find new family 
mausoleums. They eventually settled on the parish church in Framlingham. 
Marks’ examination of the funerary monuments for the third duke and his son-
in-law, Henry VIII’s bastard son Henry Fitz-Roy, show how their tombs were 
ultimately made from elements commissioned in the 1530s but not finally 
assembled until twenty years later when Mary’s reign brought stability to this 
prominent Catholic house. 

This collection of essays brings together a set of innovative and thought 
provoking articles examining a myriad of questions on medieval art in 
manuscripts, sculpture, glass, funerary monuments and devotional objects. 
They bring a welcome opportunity to consider Professor Marks’ contribution 
to the history of art over a thirty-five year period and it is particularly welcome 
that they include a number of articles originally published in hard to find 
periodicals and proceedings. It is regrettable that the only colour illustration is 
to be found on the front cover but otherwise this is a volume which will, in 
more ways than one, be worthy of its intellectual weight for many years to 
come. 

CHRISTIAN STEER 
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THE CHANCERY CASE BETWEEN NICHOLAS RADFORD AND 
THOMAS TREMAYNE: The Exeter Depositions of 1439. Edited by 
Hannes Kleineke. 2013. Devon and Cornwall Record Society, New Series, 
Volume 55. £15 (incl. p&p UK), £20 (incl. p&p overseas surface mail). 
Obtainable from the Administrator, Devon and Cornwall Record Society, 7, 
The Close, Exeter EX1 1EZ isbn 978-0-901853-55-4 

Dr Kleineke presents here a rare, if not unique, document. Commissions were 
not infrequently issued for the examination of witnesses in respect of petitions 
submitted to the equity jurisdiction of the chancellor, but the returns rarely 
survive and those that do generally involve the examination of only a handful 
of witnesses. This document, found among the recently-catalogued National 
Archives class C4, a collection of miscellaneous material relating to Chancery 
cases, is different in that as many as eighty-six witnesses were examined. Their 
testimonies, taken in Exeter cathedral between 1 April and 10 July 1439, cover, 
in this edition, over fifty pages. As the editor remarks in his introduction, they 
provide ‘a unique picture of aspects of the daily lives of individual fifteenth-
century Englishmen from a range of social and professional backgrounds’ (p. 
xvi). This ‘range’ could hardly be broader: at one extreme was the the young 
earl of Devon; at the other a mere ‘carrier of sacks’. The question their evidence 
was designed to elucidate was a simple one: in the course of a dispute over the 
manor of North Huish in Devon between Thomas Tremayne and his younger 
brother, William, was Nicholas Radford, a leading local lawyer who included 
among his clients many of the principal families of Devon, responsible for 
forging a deed that gave title to William? The many witnesses called by 
Tremayne sought to condemn Radford by proving that that the lawyer was 
present in Exeter at the two dates on which the forged deed was allegedly 
contrived; those called by Radford were principally concerned to show that he 
was then elsewhere. Since the testimonies on behalf of one of the parties must 
necessarily be false and such consistent falsehoods cannot have arisen 
organically, then one of the parties was guilty of systematically organising false 
witnesses. Several who spoke on Radford’s part claimed that they had been 
offered money to say what Thomas Tremayne should tell them to say, and, 
although Kleineke does not commit himself on the truth of this allegation, a 
close reading of the testimonies suggests, to this reviewer at least, that the claim 
has substance. Few of Thomas Tremayne’s witnesses, most of whom were 
drawn from the lesser citizenry of Exeter, had anything to say on the central 
matter of the forgery of the deed; they testified, generally rather formulaically, 
to having seen Radford in Exeter on one of the days in question. Radford’s 
witnesses, who included the earl of Devon and were generally men of substance, 
offered more individual and persuasive testimony. One of them, the steward of 
the earl’s household, said he could prove the absence of Roger Champernon, 
accused with Radford, on one of the days in question by reference to the ‘briefs 
of his lordis housholde’ (p. 25). Interestingly he was the only witness to refer to 
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any written proof. In short, whatever Tremayne had set out to achieve by 
bringing his bill in Chancery, the examination of the witnesses in the public 
venue of the cathedral served only to vindicate the reputation of his opponent.  

The chief interest of the testimonies lies not, however, in what they reveal of 
the dispute, a fairly routine one save in its manifestation in the source edited 
here, but in what they tell us of the fabric of fifteenth-century life. For this 
purpose it is probably safe to treat all the testimonies as true in a representative 
sense: as Kleineke remarks, if they do not represent ‘events ”as they properly 
were” they do at least illustrate daily life as it might properly have been’ (p. 
xxxiv). They suggest a society in which men and women of very different ranks 
could be on familiar terms: Champernon, for example, from one of the leading 
gentry families of the county, was not above greeting a lowly cordwainer by 
name; and Radford’s wife was seemingly happy to gossip with a carpenter who 
had come to build a porch at the Radford manor-house at Upcott. They also 
imply that there were strong links, friendships even, between the elite of the 
city of Exeter and the county gentry: when in the city Champernon lodged with 
a tailor, Richard Orynge, who later served as mayor; and Radford promoted the 
mayoral candidature of the apothecary from whom he leased his residence in 
Exeter. It is also a society in which hospitality was freely given: when Anne, 
wife of Sir William Palton, was passing Upcott on her way to Tiverton, Radford 
and his wife invited her to drink with them and then sent a horseman to show 
her the way to Tiverton. Another vignette illustrates something of the relations 
between great lords and their retainers. When Champernon proposed to return 
to his own home from the earl’s household at Colcombe, the earl, ‘made him 
abide stil ther’ (p. 29) pending the arrival of Sir Stephen Popham, whom the 
earl no doubt intended to honour by having his own men about him. The 
testimonies are rich in similar stories, and, in addition to editing the text, 
Kleineke provides the material necessary for their interpretation. He gives 
biographical sketches of the deponents, drawing on his long research in the 
archives of Exeter; describes the local urban context; and gives a brief narrative 
of the dispute drawing on legal records beyond the depositions (the four most 
important of these are also printed in this edition). This is a valuable volume, a 
source for so much more than the local history of Devon and Exeter, and the 
editor is to be congratulated for rescuing the document from the obscurity of 
the C4s.  

S.J. PAYLING 

JOHN LYDGATE AND THE POETICS OF FAME. Mary C. Flannery. 
2012. D.S. Brewer, Cambridge, £50 (hardback). isbn 978-1-84384-331-3 

Mary C. Flannery’s John Lydgate and the Poetics of Fame is a welcome addition to 
the steadily growing field of scholarship on this major figure of late medieval 
literary culture. As Flannery notes in her introduction, serious engagement with 
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Lydgate’s poetry has been increasing over the past four decades, following the 
publication of Derek Pearsall’s important (though sometimes uncomplimentary) 
biographical and critical account of the poet (1970). Flannery’s account is of 
Lydgate as a poet ‘far more ambitious – and less anxious – than previously 
thought’ (p. 9), in determined pursuit of laureate status. The study attempts, 
with much success, to shift scholarly enquiry from the two prevailing views of 
Lydgate: that he is solely a Chaucerian, deriving his creativity from the legacy of 
his fourteenth-century precursor; or that he is mainly a Lancastrian apologist. In 
her reassessment of Lydgate’s significance, Flannery convincingly explores the 
concept of fame as generating a range of articulations in literary and legal texts 
– as rumour and gossip, as reputation, and as tidings – and as a ‘process which 
structures and generates narrative’ (p. 5). She argues that ‘as Lydgate writes of it, 
the composition of poetry is a kind of faming’ and that he ‘conceived of the 
poet as someone in a unique position to aid his patrons not only by responding 
to the political pressures of fame, but by generating good fame for his 
employers and, ultimately, for himself’ (pp. 5-6). The book is divided into two 
sections, the first offering context for Lydgate’s conception of his role as poet, 
and the second focusing on ‘Lydgatean Fame’ – the poet’s works and self-
fashioning as an ‘empowered, worldly wise poet’ (p. 145) . Here Lydgate’s 
minor poems, mummings, and longer works, including the Fall of Princes and 
Troy Book, receive detailed attention. Overall, the book covers an impressive 
range of texts and shows scholarly knowledge of their sources, intellectual 
contexts, transmission and circulation, to give a rich account of one aspect of 
fifteenth-century literary culture. 

Although Flannery seeks to move the understanding of Lydgate’s works 
from an appreciation circumscribed by their relationship to Chaucer’s poetry, it 
is inevitable and proper that her study begins to contextualise Lydgate’s 
achievement with a chapter on ‘Chaucerian Fame’. This chapter, as she admits, 
is ‘a selective survey’ (p. 15) of Chaucer’s views on fame, which examines 
‘moments’ from Troilus and Criseyde, The Legend of Good Women, The House of Fame,
and The Clerks’ Tale. Here she argues that Chaucer’s views of the poet’s ability 
to ‘generate and preserve immortal fame’ (p. 15) lack optimism, and that his 
understanding of literary fame, substantially shaped by Boethian philosophy, 
closely associates it with mutability, fortune and the unpredictable. This 
prepares the reader for her concluding contention that Lydgate is, in this 
respect, an ‘anti-Chaucerian poet’ (p. 157). Chapter 2 turns to political contexts 
and the regulation and censorship of ‘talk’ and ‘speech’ (p. 38) in fifteenth-
century England. Flannery offers a succinct account of the popularity of 
advisory literature, such as that in the Secretum Secretorum tradition, and political 
verse, directed at rulers and those surrounding them, which considered the 
usefulness but also the dangers of fame to those in power. Mum and the 
Soothsegger and Hoccleve’s Regiment of Princes are shown to demonstrate 
ambivalence towards the production of fame and reputation through speech 
and through ‘pregnant silences’ (p. 55). 
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Part II of the study continues to reflect on Lydgate’s political context and the 
desire of Ricardian and Lancastrian rulers to regulate, through literature and law, 
the processes of faming and defamation. The attitudes expressed in legal and 
chronicle texts to deviant speech are the subject of Chapter 3, and Chapter 4 
considers the ‘influence of the medieval courts on a person’s reputation’ (p. 82) 
as analogous to the ways in which the poet wielded power over the reputation 
of his subjects. In these chapters, Flannery skilfully interweaves careful close 
readings of Lydgate’s poems with examination of legal traditions and contexts. 
In Chapter 3, Flannery provides convincing interpretations of Lydgate’s often-
neglected minor poems on the theme of deviant speech, and links these works 
to his monumental The Fall of Princes. Here Flannery’s thesis of Lydgate’s 
ambition, confidence and optimism in his poetic treatment of fame becomes 
most crisply expressed: ‘By pointing out the political importance of reputation’, 
she writes, ‘Lydgate highlights his own position as a valuable political assets’ (p. 
79) to his patrons. In Chapter 4 she argues that the ‘Fall [of Princes] abounds ... 
in discussions of the power of writing and poetry to preserve and memorialise, 
but also in reminders of the poet’s special jurisdiction over the creation and 
preservation of renown’ (p. 93). In Chapter 5, which examines three of 
Lydgate’s commissioned works, including The Troy Book and ‘mummings’ 
intended for public performance, Flannery argues that Lydgate had a acute 
sense of how to market himself to his patrons, using the rhetoric of the laureate 
tradition and bold revisions of the conventional imagery of Fortune. Chapter 6 
deals more fully with the contrast that Flannery sees in the attitude to fame 
apparent in Chaucer’s and Lydgate’s work, by considering Lydgate’s creative 
responses to The House of Fame. In the conclusion, Flannery looks at the 
‘obscuration of Lydgatean fame’ (p. 148) in sixteenth-century responses to the 
de casibus tradition that realign fame and uncertainty in a manner more 
reminiscent of Chaucer’s works than of the poet they were imitating.  

The book is not without its flaws, but on the whole these are a consequence 
of the ambitious nature of the project. For example, it is in the second part of 
the study that the book really comes into its own: Part I is more superficial in 
comparison. More locally, there is surprisingly little acknowledgement of the 
religious dimension to fears over deviant language in chapters 2 and 3; and 
further explanation of the differences of audience for the minor and longer 
poems would have been helpful. There are also some omissions in the index. 
Overall, though, this is a stimulating, well-argued and authoritative study of 
Lydgate’s cultural importance, which is highly attentive to the nuances of his 
poetry. 

JOANNA MARTIN 
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Notices of Books and Articles 

The following list consists of recent books and articles, mainly published in the 
last twelve months, although earlier publications may be included. The 
appearance of an item does not preclude its subsequent review. 

BOOKS 

J.L. Bolton, Money in the Medieval English Economy: 973-1489, 2012, 317 pages, 
Manchester Medieval Studies, Manchester University Press, £19.99 (pbk).  

isbn 978-0-7190-5040-4
A lucidly written and accessible book. Part one covers monetary theories and 
numismatic evidence and the problems encountered in their use. Part Two is 
divided into three historical periods of which the last is 1351-1489. In this third 
section the author challenges the prevailing idea that it was a period of general 
crisis and emphasises instead the new ways which were found to extend the 
money supply by credit instruments, used eventually as a form of ‘paper money’. 

R.C.E. Hayes and W.J. Shiels, editors, Clergy, Church and Society in England and 
Wales c. 1200-1800.  214 pages. Borthwick Texts and Studies 41, University of 
York, 2013. Available from The Borthwick Institute for Archives, University of 
York, Heslington, York YO10 5DD, for £40. isbn 978-1-904497-58-5
Ten articles in this book introduce and draw on three major archive-based 
databases, two of them covering the Yorkist period and the rule of the Yorkist 
kings. The Records of Central Government in England and Wales: Taxation 
1173-c1700 which can be found on the website of  The National Archives, E 
179 Project, and The York Cause Papers Project, Fourteenth to Nineteenth 
Centuries, which can be found on the website of York University, Borthwick 
Institute Project on Church Court Records. 

Nigel Saul and Martin Stuchfield, Lingfield Surrey. The Monumental Brasses. 16 
pages. Monumental Brass Society 2014. This can be obtained for £10 (incl. 
p&p) from christianosteer@yahoo.co.uk isbn 0-9501-298-6-0
A description of one of the finest collection of medieval monuments in 
England made for the Cobhams of Sterborough and clergy of the college they 
found in Lingfield, 1375-1503. With lavish illustrations. 
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ARTICLES 

Graham Dawson, ‘Two late medieval tithe-lists from St Margaret’s Southwark’, 
Surrey Archaeological Collections, volume 97, 2013, pages 87-128. 
These two tithes lists for St Margaret’s (one of five parishes of Southwark) are 
for 1484 and 1503. They are rare survivals attached to King’s Bench lawsuits. 
Tithes were paid to the parson of a parish church and St Margaret’s Church was 
the property of the Priory of Southwark, and its prior had cause to prosecute 
over his rights from time to time, for example in 1484 he prosecuted Richard 
Upton chaplain to render a reasonable account of the time he was receiver, 
September 1482 to March 1483. The lists are printed in full with biographical 
notes on the persons (139 for 1484). Myriad details are given on church 
wardens, wardens of local fraternities, bailiffs of local prisons, the owners of 
The Rose Bankside and other properties, and John Medwall, father of Henry 
the playwright, etc. 

Jessica Freeman, ‘The commemorative strategies of the Frowyks of medieval 
London and Middlesex’, Transactions of the Monumental Brass Society, volume 18, 
part 5, 2013, pages 391-422. 
A gentry family with strong mercantile connections; of South Mimms, Ealing 
and Finchley, which chose a variety of places and types of burial and memorial 
over 400 years. All surviving indents, brasses, tombs and epitaphs are illustrated 
and described making full use of descriptions by antiquaries etc. Full pedigree 
1270s-1600. Biographies of main characters are given including Henry Frowyk 
V (d. 1484), Thomas Frowyk V (d. by 1490) of the South Mimms branch; 
Henry Frowyk IV (d. 1460) and Sir Thomas Frowyk (d. 1485) of the city of 
London branch. Appendix listing sepulchres. 

Katherine Harvey, ‘Perfect bishop, perfect man? Masculinity, restraint and the 
episcopal body in the life of St Richard of Chichester’, Southern History, volume 
35, 2013, pages 1-22. 

The life of Richard Wyche, Bishop of Chichester, canonised only nine years 
after his death in 1253. A reformer who worked tirelessly at his duties: 
visitations, building and pastoral care. The author discusses how his biographer, 
Ralph Bocking, depicted the saint’s private life, emphasising his control over his 
bodily functions and desires, and setting it against contemporary medical and 
physiological theories. 



Notices of Books and Articles 

169

Rosemary Horrox, ‘“Utterly and truly he hath deceived me”’, in Women, Agency 
and the Law, 1300-1700, edited Bronach Kane and Fiona Williamson, Body, 
Gender and Culture, volume 15, Pickering and Chatto, London, 2013, chapter 4. 
Jane Stapleton, the younger of the two co-heiresses of Sir Miles Stapleton of 
Ingham, Norfolk, married Christopher, eldest son of Sir Richard Harcourt; her 
sister, Elizabeth, married William Calthorpe. By 1486, probably in the reign of 
Richard III, Jane married her second husband John Huddleston of the 
Cumberland family, with estates in Gloucestershire. Jane’s heirs at law were her 
Harcourt children, and the will of her husband John Huddleston in 1511 
declared his remorse for trying to make his wife benefit their children and 
disparage her Harcourt heirs. Her own will of 1518 shows she had also suffered 
similar pressure from her son John Huddleston, and she endeavoured to ensure 
by her statements and bequests that her lands would go to her Harcourt heirs. 

Christian D. Liddy and Jelle Haemers, ‘Popular politics in the late medieval city: 
York and Bruges’, English Historical Review, volume 128, number 533, August 
2013, pages 771-805. 

The political activities of the middling and lower ranks are firmly placed in the 
structure of late medieval government of these two cities. They had strong 
opinions about their corporate identity and expressed these via a recognised 
procedure of petitions and regular public meetings. The period covered is 
approximately 1471-1517 when urban politics were at their most adversarial. 

Rob Lutton, ‘Richard Guildford’s Pilgrimage: piety and cultural change in late 
fifteenth- and early sixteenth-century England’, History, volume 98, issue 1, 
number 329, January 2013, pages 41-78. 

Sir Richard Guildford made his pilgrimage in 1506 to Jerusalem where he died; 
the narrative was probably written by his household chaplain on his return; 
published by Pynson 1511. The text’s sources and originality are set out against 
a background of the family’s austere and reformed religion. Richard joined 
Buckingham’s rebellion, went into exile and returned to fight for Henry at 
Bosworth. After an initially successful career at court he fell out of favour 
largely because of his increasing debts. The Guildfords were of Tenterden, 
Kent, and allied to the Pympe, Beaufort and Vaux families. Richard was a noted 
reclaimer and encloser of marshes for sheep pasture, leasing 1500 acres from 
the prior of Robertsbridge in 1478 east of the Rother and north of Rye, and 
continuing to add acreage after 1485. 



THE RICARDIAN VOLUME XXIV, 2014 

170

Négociations, traités et diplomatie dans l’espace bourguignon (XIVe-XVIe siècles), 
Rencontres de Calais (20 au 23 septembre 2012), Publication du Centre européen 
d’études bourguignonnes (XIVe-XVIe) s.), number 53, 2013. This journal 
contains the following articles, and the notes to all four provide many useful 
references to recent and not-so-recent continental primary and secondary 
sources:-
St. Curveiller and Ph. Cassez, ‘Les visites des ducs de Bourgogne dans le Calais’ 
(pages 13-27), traces the visits of Philip the Bold (1396, to meet Richard II), 
John the Fearless (1416, to meet Henry V), Philip the Good and especially his 
duchess, Isabel of Portugal (1439, to meet English ambassadors) and Charles 
the Bold (1475, to meet Edward IV) and the diplomatic ‘ballet’ that was 
performed on these occasions. Illustrated. 

A. Grosjean, ‘Action diplomatique et relation historiographique: les deux 
missions anglaises de Toison d’or dans ses Mémoires (1430-1435)’ (pages 81-99), 
emphasises the great diplomatic experience that Jean Le Fèvre, Lord of Saint-
Rémy and Golden Fleece King of Arms, had gained in the course of his many 
travels and brought to bear when writing his memoirs. 

N. Bock, H. Simonneau and B. Walter, ‘L’information et la diplomatie à la 
fin de Moyen Âge. L’exemple de Picquigny (1475)’ (pages 149-164), after 
discussing the word ‘information’, its etymology and its various stages (‘making’, 
‘re-using’ and ‘keeping’), the authors look at the numerous channels of 
information that were available at the time of the treaty of Picquigny between 
Louis XI of France and Edward IV. 

A Wijffels, ‘Le déclin de la Hanse au fil des négociations avec l’Angleterre 
(1474-1604)’ (pages 275-289), gives a brief overview of Anglo-Hanseatic 
relations, the diplomacy and treaties and the specific case of of Danzig’s 
protectionism. 

Yvonne Rode, ‘Importing books to London in the late fifteenth and early 
sixteenth centuries: evidence from the London overseas custom accounts’, 
Journal of the Early Book Society, volume 15, 2012, pages 41-84. 
Uses these sources for the years that they are most revealing, 1480-1540, 
estimating the value of imported books, discussing the very international 
connections of printers and publishers and showing that there was a growing 
specialisation in the book trade. Includes several lists to illustrate the value of 
the imports. 
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Anne F. Sutton, ‘John Don, Edward IV’s first mayor of Southampton, 1461-62’, 
Hampshire Studies. Proceedings of the Hampshire Field Club and Archaeological Society,
volume 68, 2013, pages 149-60. 
He began his career as an immigrant from Wales to Southampton, possibly via 
Sherborne. His made his fortune dealing in woad, cloth and iron, among other 
goods. In 1448 he was elected bailiff and in 1454 sheriff, the last year seeing the 
preparation of a comprehensive survey of the town’s defences. By this time he 
would have been living in the house that survives as 58 French Street. His 
election as mayor in 1461 undoubtedly meant that he was expected to be a 
calming influence on the anti-Italian faction in Southampton under the new 
King Edward IV who was determined to crush this factionalism. As mayor he 
took part in the acquisition of a full pardon from Edward for his town and a 
new charter of privileges. His last wife was Agnes (biography in The Ricardian
2012) by whom he had one son, Angel. He died in 1477. Angel went to London 
with his mother, became an alderman there, but succeeded to his father’s three 
properties in Southampton and remembered both his father and the town in his 
will.


